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Why is volunteering important?Why is volunteering important?
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Volunteering is important in many Volunteering is important in many 
policy areaspolicy areas
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Lots of policy areas!
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Some key factsSome key facts
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94 million 94 million 
peoplepeople

23% of Europeans 23% of Europeans 
> 15 years old> 15 years old
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Big differences between the Big differences between the 
Member States!Member States!

> 40%> 40%

�� UKUK

�� SWESWE

�� NLNL

�� AUTAUT

< 10%< 10%

�� BGBG

�� GRGR

�� ITIT

�� LTLT

May be due to differences in measurement
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The European Volunteer 
Measurement Project

�� Aim: Aim: Adoption by Member States of the Adoption by Member States of the ILOILO’’ss
Manual on the Measurement of Volunteer WorkManual on the Measurement of Volunteer Work

�� Target: Adoption by 10 Target: Adoption by 10 –– 15 EU Member States 15 EU Member States 
by end 2011by end 2011

�� Participants in the project:Participants in the project:
�� SPES SPES –– Italian Volunteer Support Centre for the Lazio Italian Volunteer Support Centre for the Lazio 

RegionRegion

�� Johns Hopkins Center for Civil Society StudiesJohns Hopkins Center for Civil Society Studies

�� European Volunteering Centre (European Volunteering Centre (‘‘CEVCEV’’))



Objectives of EYV 2011Objectives of EYV 2011

1.1. Create an Create an enabling environmentenabling environment for for 
volunteeringvolunteering

2.2. EmpowerEmpower volunteer organisationsvolunteer organisations

3.3. RecogniseRecognise volunteering activitiesvolunteering activities

4.4. Raise awarenessRaise awareness about value & about value & 
importance of volunteeringimportance of volunteering
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CommissionCommission’’s Budget for the Years Budget for the Year

�� €€ 3 million3 million
for Preparatory Actions in 2010for Preparatory Actions in 2010

�� €€ 88 millionmillion
for the Year itselffor the Year itself

�� + other sources+ other sources……



The CommissionThe Commission’’s Action Plans Action Plan
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1. Cooperation 
with Member 

States

Grassroots Projects (1 or 2 per Member State)

National Coordination Bodies

• Responsible for preparing and implementing 
activities for the Year in their country

• Contact details for the NCBs are here:
http://ec.europa.eu/citizenship/pdf/doc1022_en.pdf
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2. Cooperation 
with Civil Society

A key partner for us is

‘The Alliance’
— the voice of the volunteering sector
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3. Inter-service 
Cooperation 

inside the 
Commission

Eurostat

DG ENV

DG MARKT

DG EMPLDG ENTR

DG REGIO

DG SANCO

etc…
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4. Inter-
institutional & 
International 
Cooperation

United 
Nations
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5. Communication 
Activities

Logo & Slogan

Communication 
toolbox

Thematic 
conferences

EYV Relay of 
journalists

Opening & closing 
events

Goodwill 
Ambassadors

Website

EYV ‘Tour’
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How can Foundations get involved?How can Foundations get involved?
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Thinking of joining in?Thinking of joining in?

�� Contact your countryContact your country’’s s 
National Coordination BodyNational Coordination Body
Addresses here:Addresses here:
http://ec.europa.eu/citizenship/pdf/doc1022_en.pdfhttp://ec.europa.eu/citizenship/pdf/doc1022_en.pdf

�� Contact Contact The AllianceThe Alliance
Contact address: Contact address: cev@cev.becev@cev.be

�� Use theUse the logologo for the yearfor the year
will be downloadable from our website soonwill be downloadable from our website soon

�� OrganiseOrganise a a conferenceconference? Set up a ? Set up a campaigncampaign??



More InformationMore Information
�� Our (interim) web page:Our (interim) web page:

�� http://http://ec.europa.euec.europa.eu/citizenship//citizenship/
focus/focus840_en.htmfocus/focus840_en.htm

�� EYV Task Force team members:EYV Task Force team members:

�� john.macdonald@ec.europa.eujohn.macdonald@ec.europa.eu

�� jutta.koenigjutta.koenig--georgiades@ec.europa.eugeorgiades@ec.europa.eu

�� ekaterini.karanika@ec.europa.euekaterini.karanika@ec.europa.eu
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