
 
 
 

Next Generation Programme Foundation Week and EFC AGA 2010 
 
 

Alessandra Nervi Christensen, responsible for Capacity Building at the European Foundation 
Centre will lead you through the programme. You can reach her any time at +32 499 719607 

 
 
 

 

Tuesday June 1st, 2010 
 
 
11.00  All group participants meet at the Café in the Interactive Fair (Level -2) 

 
 Let’s have a coffee together 
 Short get –to know each other 
 Introduction to the programme 
 Joint walk through the interactive fair 

 
11.45 Introductory talk and discussion: άtƘƛƭŀƴǘƘǊƻǇȅ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΥ ŀ /ƻƳǇŀǊŀǘƛǾŜ 

tŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜέ with Jeremy Kendall author of Handbook on Third Sector Policy in 
Europe (Networking Area Level -2) 

   
 

Jeremy Kendall is currently senior lecturer in social policy at the School of Social Policy, 
Sociology & Social Research (SSPSSR), University of Kent.  Prior to this, he was a research 
fellow at the London School of Economics & Political Science, Personal Social Services 
Research Unit. His interests range widely over the politics, economics and sociology of 
civil society in the UK, Europe and globally.He has published widely in this area, 
including several books: the Voluntary Sector in the UK (MUP, 1996, with Martin Knapp); 
Third Sector Policy at the Crossroads (Routledge, 2001, with Helmut Anheier);  the 
Voluntary Sector: Comparative Perspectives in the UK (Routledge, 2003); and the 
Handbook on Third Sector Policy in Europe: Multi-Level Processes and Organised Civil 
Society (Elgar, 2009).   

 
13.00 Joint Lunch and introduction to the European Foundation Centre at Kwint 

Restaurant (just outside from the Square) 
 

15.00 Engaging policy makers through innovative convening Organised by: German 
Marshall Fund of the United States (Room: 202) 

Foundations seek to engage in dialogue with policymakers to advance their mission, but 
they compete with a multitude of other actors -- including corporations, media, and 
universities -- for the attention of a rather small group.  The German Marshall Fund of 
the United States and its partners use a variety of tools for working with this group, 
including a strong emphasis on innovative convening.  This event will highlight best 
practices for organizing dialogue with policymakers on the local, regional, national, and 
international levels. 

 



17.30 Visionaries for a just and peaceful world Organised by: Joseph Rowntree 
Charitable Trust (JRCT) (Room: Hall 400) 

In 2004, JRCT set about finding Visionaries for a Just and Peaceful World to celebrate its 
centenary.  Selected from 1,600 applicants, 6 individuals were offered five years’ 
funding to go and change the world.  How have they done?  Come and hear their stories 
of bringing justice to illegal enclaves, establishing an independent diplomacy service, 
building an economics of equality, pointing the way to a sustainable food future, saving 
lives through health broadcasting, and building peace within local communities. 

The Visionaries - Clive Stafford Smith; Carne Ross; Geoff Tansey; Heather Parker; Mark 
Hinton; Karen Chouhan;  Roy Head. 

 

19.00 Cocktail Reception EFC Governing Council with members of the Donors and 
Foundation Network in Europe (DAFNE) (Room: Panoramic Hall) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday June 2nd, 2010 
 
10.00-11.30 Walking you through the EU maze   

Interactive debate with Janis A. Emmanouilidis, Senior Policy Analyst at the 
European Policy Centre (Room: 311) 

Why should you be interested in the EU?  How does it work? Does it impact 
foundations’ work?  Is 80% of legislation decided upon “by” Brussels? Who are the 
actors and how can you work with them? The session will be staged as an interactive 
debate which aims to walk you through the EU institutions and EU policy making. It is 
the opportunity to ask all the questions you have about the EU and never dare asking! 

 

Janis A. Emmanouilidis is a Senior Policy Analyst at the European Policy Centre (EPC) in 
Brussels. He has published widely on the European Union's overall political and 
institutional development, the perspectives of differentiated integration in an EU 27+, 
the Union's foreign, security and defence policy, and on EU enlargement. He has been 
an advisor of various governments, EU institutions; European parties and NGOs on a 
broad range of issues related to European integration and has commentated widely on 
EU affairs in the media. Before joining the EPC he was Stavros Costopoulos Research 
Fellow at the Hellenic Foundation for European and Foreign Policy (ELIAMEP) in 
Athens(2007-2009), Senior Research Fellow at the Center for Applied Policy Research 
(C·A·P) in Munich (1999-2007), and Research Fellow at the Institut für Europäische 
Politik (IEP) in Bonn (1995-1997). www.emmanouilidis.eu 

 
 

12.00 Interview of the group with Alliance Magazine in the Networking Area  
(Level -2) 

 
12.30  Lunch (Grand Hall 1) 
 
 
 

http://www.emmanouilidis.eu/


 
 
15.00  Opening Plenary (Copper Hall) 

Speakers will set the scene for the AGA and Conference, exploring relations to date 
between foundations and the European institutions and the role of foundations in the 
European project for the coming years. 
 
Welcoming address:  Luc Tayart de Borms, King Baudouin Foundation 
   Emilio Rui Villar, Fundação Calouste Gulbenkian 
 

Presentation and debate of results of Gallup poll on European parliamentarians’ 
knowledge of the foundation sector  

Moderator: Jacki Davis, European Policy Centre  

Speakers: Caroline Bergaud, Gallup Europe 
Nadja Hirsch, MEP 
Manuel Medina Ortega, Former MEP 
Gerry Salole, European Foundation Centre 

 

16.30  Coffee Break and Networking (Silver Foyer 205 and Copper Hall) 
 
17.00-18.30 AGA & Conference Concurrent Sessions (note that here you can chose yourself 

which sessions you would like to attend. We will meet again at the end of the 
day) 

 Building philanthropic infrastructure ς Sexier than you think (Room: 204) 
Most foundations would agree that philanthropic support infrastructure is beneficial 
and vital to supporting the overall aims of the sector.  Very few foundations, however, 
substantially invest in the strengthening of such institutions. This panel will consider the 
viewpoints of organisations that support, as well as those that do not support the 
building of such infrastructure. Reasons behind this hesitation to invest in support 
scaffolding, like hiding behind mandates and prioritising more PR friendly funding 
options, will be considered, with the overall aim of proving that infrastructure is in fact 
sexy. 

Moderator: David Emerson, Association of Charitable Foundations 
Speakers:  Karin Jestin, Fondation 1796 

Pieter Stemerding, Adessium Foundation 
 

 Social media: A fad or the future? (Room: 213) 
A number of foundations are embracing new media channels and online environments 
such as Twitter, Facebook and YouTube. For some, the goal is to use these media to get 
on the radar of groups that foundations would otherwise be unable to reach. For others, 
these media offer an opportunity to raise further funds for their activities. In some 
cases, foundations may wish to simply illustrate that they are moving with the times. No 
matter what the reason, the real question for those organisations that have yet to 
incorporate such media into their communications strategy, is whether these media 
have an impact and are worthwhile investing resources? The aim of the session is to 
explore the pros and cons of such media and provide guidance to those foundations 
(whatever their size) that wish to make use of them. Panellists include foundation 
representatives and communications experts who have first-hand experience of 
implementing social media technologies. 

Moderator: James Ketchell, Charities Aid Foundation 
Speakers:  Daniel Ben-Horin, TechSoup Global 

Filiz Bikmen Bugay, Sabanci Foundation 



Maribel Königer, ERSTE Stiftung 
 

Strategic asset: investing in your staff development (Room: 214)  
Building a knowledgeable, skilful and confident staff and board are pre-requisites for 
creating and maintaining a foundation that is able to operate in practice to high 
standards that gets the best from its own human capital, that provides an excellent 
service to those organisations and communities with which it works. The session will 
look at how to invest in a smart way in foundation staff and in board development by 
presenting first-hand experience and best practices and by covering key aspects of 
human resource management such as recruiting, career paths, compensation and 
training strategies. In order to develop and sustain creative thinking and practices over 
the long-term, the foundation sector must find ways to ensure the transfer of skills, 
knowledge and social leadership already existing within their organisations. This is 
especially pertinent for “emerging leaders”. The session will gather senior managers, 
board members, HR managers and foundation staff to exchange their experiences and 
views and to discuss potential models and training needs to improve the skills of 
foundation staff and to explore possibilities for future joint activities in this regard.  

  Moderator: Avila Kilmurray, The Community Foundation for Northern Ireland 
Speakers:  Pier Mario Vello, Fondazione Cariplo 

Stephen Pittam, Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust 
 
The European Foundation Statute ς Where does it stand? (Room: 201) 
What is the current state of play regarding the development of a European Foundation 
Statute? The feasibility study on a European Foundation Statute (published in 2009) 
showed that the costs of current barriers to foundations’ cross-border work are 
considerable and the reduction of these would enable foundations to do more for public 
good. The European Foundation Statute is considered the best policy option to remove 
existing barriers. A couple of hundred foundations participated in the European 
Commission public consultation on the matter (results published in November 2009) 
and stressed their support for the statute. We now wish to discuss legislative moves 
with EU level politicians.    

Moderator: Eleanor Boddington, The Wellcome Trust 
Speakers: Claire Bury, Internal Market and Services Directorate-General, 

European Commission 
Hans Fleisch, Bundesverband Deutscher Stiftungen 
Mall Hellam, European Economic and Social Committee 

 
 

17.00-18.00 AGA & Conference Policy Briefing  

EU policies and priorities in the field of development cooperation (Room: 206) 
Join this briefing to learn about the EU policies and priorities in the area of development 
cooperation and its place and contribution to the EU 2020 Strategy; get an insight in 
some of the key challenges the Commission is facing in implementing these priorities; 
exchange ideas on how to strengthen Europe's voice and impact at global level; and 
explore where and how foundations can help advance this agenda through collaboration 
and joint learning. 

Speaker: Stefano Manservisi, Environment Directorate-General, European Commission 

 

 EU policies and priorities in the field of environment (Room: 211) 
The briefing will look at the EU Green Agenda, what’s on, where we stand and what’s 
the way forward. The briefing will allow participants to gain a better insight in the 
European Commission environmental priority actions, and exchange views on fields of 
common interest between the EC and foundations.  The debate with the audience will 



also help identify areas in which foundations’ and the EU’s action could benefit from 
greater cooperation and synergy. The objective of the EC’s Environment Directorate-
General is to protect, preserve and improve the environment for present and future 
generations through policies that ensure a high level of environmental protection and 
that preserve the quality of life of EU citizens. The Commission’s key priorities for 2002-
2012 focus on nature and biodiversity - which will also be the theme of the 10

th
 edition 

of the EU Green Week taking place in June 2010.  

Moderator: Leonardo Lacerda, Oak Foundation 
Speakers:  Karl Falkenberg, Environment Directorate-General, European 

Commission 
 

 
 
 
 
18.00 Conversation and drink with Barry Gaberman former Ford Foundation Senior 

Vice President at Kwint Restaurant  

A veteran grantmaker, Barry Gaberman began his career with the Ford Foundation in 
1971 as a programme assistant in their Indonesia office. From 1996 until his retirement 
from Ford in 2006, he held the position of senior vice president. He has served on the 
boards of the Council on Foundations, the Independent Sector, the European 
Foundation Centre, the International Fellowships Fund, Hispanics in Philanthropy, the 
Trust for Civil Society in Central and Eastern Europe, and the Center for Global 
Partnership of the Japan Foundation. He is also the past chair of the Foundation Center 
and the chair emeritus of the Coordinating Committee of WINGS (Worldwide Initiatives 
for Grantmaker Support). Since his retirement he has been a part-time senior advisor to 
the Foundation Center and spent a semester as a Distinguished Visiting Professor in the 
Gerhart Center on Philanthropy and Civic Engagement at American University in Cairo, 
teaching a course he helped design on the role of philanthropy in society. He continues 
to serve on the boards of the Independent Sector, the Van Leer Jerusalem Institute, the 
Scholar Rescue Fund of the Institute of International Education, Oxfam U.S.A., and the 
Cooperative Assistance Fund. He is the chair of BoardSource and the chair of the Global 
Fund for Community Foundations.  

19.30 Reception at the BELvue Museum Location: Place des Palais 7, entrance on 
Place Royal (5 min walk from conference venue) 

 
 
 
 

Thursday, June 3rd, 2010 
 

09.30-11.00 AGA&Conference Concurrent Sessions (note that here you can chose yourself 
which sessions you would like to attend. We will meet again during the first 
coffee break) 

 
Funder collaboration: Beyond the rhetoric (Room:213) 
Funders recognise the need to find new and creative ways to work together in order to 
effectively tackle the ever more complex and interconnected challenges our societies 
are facing today. However, they rarely succeed in engaging with one another beyond co-
financing.  A foundation’s legacy, self-sufficiency, independence, branding, perceived 
and real costs of working together are some of the obstacles that get in the way of real 



collaboration. The session will feature practical experiences as well as the key findings of 
a study commissioned by the EFC on incubation of collaborations with the aim to 
provoke an honest discussion about major obstacles to and drivers of collaboration, 
resistance to approaches that can break new ground, and test willingness among 
European foundations to go beyond the rhetoric and engage more systematically into 
joint ventures. 

Moderator: Marc Pfitzer, FSG Social Impact Advisors 
Speakers:  Astrid Bonfield, The Diana Princess of Wales Fund 

Franz-Karl Prüller, ERSTE Stiftung 
 

Impact measurement, evaluation, benchmarking, non-profit analysis - What works? 
(Room: 214) 
The use of measurements, metrics and benchmarks by private foundations and 
government funding programs in Europe has become more commonplace. New tools 
and methods promise more effectiveness, better communication of results, more funds 
and deeper trust between donors, beneficiaries and the general public. At the same 
time, expectations have been curbed and the topic remains highly complex, technical or 
academic. This session will present some practical hands-on examples, highlighting 
experiences from the field. Against the backdrop of different purposes of and interests 
in impact measurement and evaluation it will highlight what works and what doesn’t. 
The session will also attempt to name and explain constraints and challenges. Different 
perspectives will be used, taking into account the expectations, benefits and 
experiences that are found amongst donors, beneficiaries as well as different 
constituencies. This session will be targeted towards all interested representatives from 
foundations and non-profit organisations, to get a sense of what might work for their 
own work and knowledge generation. The session will include a screening of “Kristy and 
the evaluators: Getting a grip on evaluation”. 

Moderator: Bettina Windau, Bertelsmann Stiftung 
Speakers:  Lisa Jordan, Bernard van Leer Foundation 

Barry Knight, The Centre for Research & Innovation in Social Policy and 
Practice 

 
Transparency and Accountability in the foundation sector: What is the EU Institutions 
road map? (Room: 201) 
Transparency and accountability lie at the heart of donor confidence and probity in the 
foundation sector. How effectively do existing rules and self-regulation tools work? How 
transparent are foundations? What are implications for foundations if they become 
more transparent (reputation/financial)? The European Commission initiated a study to 
analyse recent public and self-regulatory initiatives improving transparency and 
accountability of NPOs (2009 ECNL study). What are the key outcomes and how does 
the roadmap for future European Union action look like? 

Moderator: David Emerson, Association of Charitable Foundations 
Speakers: Boudewijn de Blij, Stichting Fonds 1818 

Wilhelm Krull, Volkswagen Stiftung   
Ingo Weustenfeld, Justice, Freedom and Security Directorate-General, 
European Commission 

 
What is not counted, doesn't count: Why researching foundations matters (Room: 
204) 
Can Francis Bacon’s aphorism that ‘knowledge is power’ be applied to the European 
foundation sector?  What is the value of having in-depth quantitative and qualitative 
research about foundations and their practices? Can such knowledge help to strengthen 
the sector and improve the effectiveness of individual foundations? How can research 
about the sector contribute to foundations’ advocacy objectives? What is the current 
research agenda and who drives it? These and many more questions will be at the heart 



of what is expected to be a lively and interactive debate between those stakeholders 
involved in researching the sector and concerned by the findings. 

Moderator: Anthony Tomei, The Nuffield Foundation 
Speakers:  Wioletta Gradkowska, Research Directorate-General, European Commission 

John Healy, Centre for Nonprofit Management, Trinity College Dublin 
Marta Rey, Universidade da Coruña and Institute for Strategic Analysis of 
Foundations (INAEF) 

  
09.30-10.30 AGA&Conference Policy briefing 
 

EU policies and priorities in the fields of education, culture and youth  
(Room: 211) 
The European Commission aims to promote a democratic, open and inclusive Europe. 
Education and Culture are building blocks of such endeavour and the European 
Commission is keen to provide greater access and opportunities for people at all stages 
of their lives, as well as to reinforce the benefits of cultural diversity, mobility and the 
engagement of people, in particular young people, in the European project. In this 
context, cooperation with different stakeholders, including foundations, is of paramount 
importance.  
This session is part of a process towards closer consultation and collaboration between 
the Directorate-General (DG) for Education and Culture and foundations. It will allow 
participants to have a better insight into DG Education and Culture’s priority actions and 
to discuss with the Commission’s representative the upcoming priorities and potential 
areas of joint interests and collaboration.  

Moderator: Katherine Watson, European Cultural Foundation 
Speakers:  Pascal Lejeune, Youth in Action Unit, Education, Training, Culture and Youth 

Directorate-General, European Commission 
Xavier Troussard, Education, Training, Culture and Youth Directorate-
General, European Commission 

 
 
 
 
 
11.00 Foundations in Europe, the role of the EFC. Conversation with Gerry Salole, 

Chief Executive of the EFC (Grand Hall 1) 
 

Gerry Salole was appointed Chief Executive of the European Foundation Centre (EFC) in 2005. 
The European Foundation Centre (EFC) is the leading membership association representing 
public-benefit foundations at European level. It was established in 1989, and currently has 237 
members spread across 40 countries. His previous posts have included serving as 
representative of the Ford Foundation’s Southern Africa office, based in Johannesburg, and 
director of the Department of Programme Documentation and Communication of the Bernard 
van Leer Foundation, based in The Hague. He has also worked for Save the Children Federation 
(USA) in Ethiopia and Zimbabwe, and Redd Barna (Norwegian Save the Children) and OXFAM 
UK and UNHCR in Ethiopia. Gerry Salole is a social anthropologist and development worker. He 
studied Social Anthropology and African History at the School of Oriental and African Studies, 
University of London. He holds an M.A. (Econ.) and Ph.D. from the University of Manchester.  

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

12.00  Special Plenary ς The European Game Plan (Copper Hall) 

With the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty on 1 December 2009, hopes are high that 
the European Union has entered into a new era, one which will see a transformation in 
the functioning of the Union so that it is better equipped to serve citizens across the 27 
Member States. The Treaty also makes provisions to enable Europe to speak with a 
united voice and with greater influence on the international stage and to address more 
coherently external relations and the global challenges of the 21

st
 century. But making a 

stronger Europe both at home and away will require the contributions of many 
stakeholders, including foundations. The Treaty therefore presents foundations with an 
important opportunity to reflect upon their place within this changing framework. The 
plenary will hear varying perspectives on the road ahead for Europe and the role that 
European foundations can play in moving not only the European project forward but 
also tackling important global issues. 

   Keynote speakers Luc Tayart de Borms, King Baudouin Foundation 

Herman Van Rompuy, President of the European Council 

Mark Walport, The Wellcome Trust 

 

13.00 Lunch (Grand Hall 1) 
 
 
 
 
 
14.00 Meeting-tƻƛƴǘΥ LŘŜƴǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ άNext 

DŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴέ facilitated by Jeremy Kendall (meeting in the Networking Area 
Level -2) 

 
 
 
 
15.00-16.30 AGA&Conference Concurrent Sessions (note that here you can chose yourself 

which sessions you would like to attend. We will meet again at 16.45 at the 
European Cultural Foundation Stand Level -2) 

 
 
Beyond the emergency: Lessons from disaster response (Room: 204) 
The session will examine and compare recent large-scale disasters (such as the 2004 
Indian Ocean tsunami and the 2010 earthquake in Haiti) and the international NGO 
community’s response to them.  Topics for discussion will include the particular social 
and economic context of each disaster and the needs, both immediate and longer-term, 
that arose from each situation, how effectively aid is coordinated on the ground among 
government and multilateral agencies, NGOs, and grassroots actors, and what lessons 
can be learned from the event that can inform future disaster preparation and response 
efforts. 

Moderator: Rien van Gendt, Van Leer Group Foundation 
Speakers:  Joia Mukherjee, Partners in Health 

Nicolas Borsinger, Pro Victimis Foundation 
 

 



 
How to relieve public-benefit foundations from the VAT burden? What is the 
European Commission take on it? (Room: 201) 

 Given that public benefit foundations have a vital role in supporting public-benefit 
activities across Europe, the VAT system should help to maximise the resources that 
foundations can use. The current VAT system however places a significant financial 
burden on public-benefit foundations. They must pay irrevocable input VAT costs as 
they are in most cases treated by the VAT system as the final consumer with no 
possibility of claiming back the VAT they paid. The session will analyse the current 
situation and will include a debate with EU politicians as to how the situation could be 
improved (be it at the national level through national refund schemes or at the 
European level through a change of the VAT Directive).  

Moderator: Rosa Gallego, Asociación Española de Fundaciones 
Speakers:  Helen Donoghue, European Charities’ Committee on VAT (ECCVAT) 

Patrice Pillet, Unit D1 - VAT and other Turnover Taxes, Taxation and 
Customs Union Directorate-General, European Commission  
Svend Torp Jespersen, Copenhagen Economics 

 
Making it work: Collaboration between foundations and the EU Institutions (Room: 
214) 
Cooperation between foundations and the European Institutions is a somewhat 
controversial and highly challenging issue. As new territory for many foundations, it is 
not easy to make it work effectively or get right. Designed around concrete experiences, 
the session will focus on the process and lessons learnt. Key questions include: what are 
some of the challenges the parties had to overcome and what ultimately allowed the 
collaboration to work? What were the particular strengths and assets each side brought 
to the table and how did the partners develop the “right mix”? How did they address 
institutional differences and constraints? What is the role foundations can play in 
bridging EU Institutions and civil society and hence contributing to increased 
participation in and the legitimacy of EU processes?  

Moderator: Vanessa Mock, Radio Netherlands Worldwide 
Speakers:  Gerrit Rauws, King Baudouin Foundation 

Isabelle Schwarz, European Cultural Foundation  
Xavier Troussard, Education, Training, Culture and Youth Directorate-
General, European Commission 

 
 
15.00-16.00 AGA&Conference Policy Briefing  

 
EU policies and priorities on citizenship (Room:211) 
Are we at a turning point for EU’s action in the area of citizenship? The European 
Commission will release a policy proposal on citizenship in October 2010, a step 
further in its efforts to implement the fundamental rights and freedoms stemming 
from the European citizenship and in relation to the EU Charter of Fundamental 
Rights. In addition, the Lisbon Treaty has introduced a number of tools for 
participatory democracy, including the European Citizens’ initiative, which alongside 
the ‘Europe for Citizens’ programme should contribute to an increased involvement of 
citizens and civil society organisations in the process of European integration. This 
interactive session will allow participants to review with European Commission’s 
representatives current and upcoming actions in the areas of citizenship and how they 
will impact foundations’ actions in this field. It will also look at the role that 
foundations can play in moving the EU’s agenda forward.  

Moderator:  Stefan Schaefers, King Baudouin Foundation 
 



Speakers:  Chiara Adamo, Citizenship Unit, Justice, Freedom and Security 
Directorate-General, European Commission  
Ylva Tiveus, Citizenship Unit, Communication Directorate-General, 
European Commission 

 
EU policies and priorities in the field of research and innovation (Room: 213) 
Research and innovation are at the very heart of the Commission’s vision for smart, 
sustainable and inclusive growth as set out in its new 10-year strategy, “Europe 2020”. 
One of the flagship initiatives of this strategy is the creation of an innovation union that 
aims to re-focus research and development (R&D) and innovation policy on the 
challenges facing European society such as climate change, energy efficiency and 
demographic change. What does this mean for the Commission’s research policies and 
instruments such as the Framework Programme? What role can foundations play in 
helping to meet these challenges? These and other questions will be explored in a wide-
ranging discussion.  

Moderator: Nina-Maria Potts, Feature Story News 
Speaker: Anneli Pauli, Research Directorate-General, European Commission 
 
 

 
 
 
16.45  The Cloud ς A historical guided tour into the future 

Organized by the European Cultural Foundation European Cultural Foundation 

stand at Interactive Fair 

 
 
 
 
18.45 Reception at the Musee Magritte, followed by a Lounge bar at BELvue Museum 

(before the reception there will be the possibility to participate in a guided tour) 
 
 

Friday, June 4th, 2010 
 

11.00-12.30 AGA&Conference Concurrent Sessions (note that here you can chose yourself 
which sessions you would like to attend. We will meet for the last time during 
the closing lunch to say good-by) 
 
Advocacy in the framework of Europe: How to influence policy making? (Room: 214) 
Just as the issues foundations address are diverse, so are the means and approaches to 
actually influence policy debates and/or social change. Advocacy is seen as one key 
mechanism through which foundations can fundamentally bring about change, whether 
it be indirectly by supporting their grantees or through their own voice and actions. 
Advocacy is also used by foundations to influence the allocation of public resources thus 
trying to direct “big money” towards specific issues of interest. Drawing on practical 
examples this session will firstly explore what advocacy in its broadest term can mean 
and secondly which tools (campaigning, strategic media use, lobbying), knowledge and 
skills foundations apply to effect policy debates in Europe. This session will be open to 
all foundations wanting to engage in discussion and reflection about advocacy for or 
undertaken by foundations in Europe. 

Moderator: John Healy, Centre for Nonprofit Management, Trinity College 



Speakers:   Carlotta Besozzi, European Disability Forum presenting the European
 Consortium of Foundations on Human Rights and Disability 

Filiz Bikmen, Sabanci Foundation 
Astrid Bonfield, The Diana, Princess of Wales Memorial Fund 

 
Endowment Investments: Focus on risk (Room: 213) 
The global financial crisis hit foundations’ assets hard – many in Europe took losses 
between 10% and 25%; the losses for the majority in the US were even higher; and 
some foundations had to close down. This has forced boards to take a critical look at 
how they manage their foundation’s investments - with the issue of risk being at the 
centre of these discussions. This session will explore the issue of risks and risk 
management: what does risk mean for long term investors like foundations? How do 
board members think and learn about identifying and assessing risk in investments? 
What are the obstacles for measuring and managing risk? What opportunities does a 
risk assessment approach to portfolio diversification hold for foundations?  

Moderator: Ronald van der Giessen, Oranje Fonds 
Speakers:  André Betting, Van Leer Group Foundation  

Sarah Fromson, The Wellcome Trust 
 
Foundations and the media: Improving mutual understanding (Room: 204) 
Foundations and journalists are worlds apart, or so it seems, when it comes to 
conveying messages about philanthropy. Often journalists are viewed by foundations as 
lacking understanding about their resources and giving unrealistic deadlines for 
interviews. When a foundation does take the time to respond to journalists’ questions, 
they are find the story simplified and at times sensationalist. Other times, editors may 
decide to drop the story at the last minute. For their part, journalists remark on the 
badly written, generic press releases they received from foundations, which have little 
relevance to their publication or programme. And when they call up for an interview, 
the foundation says it will take days to arrange. This session will invite a number of 
journalists to speak about their needs and interests and to provide guidance to 
foundations on how to pitch stories, deal with interview requests and generate positive 
media coverage. Foundations will also be invited to provide their perspective of dealing 
with the media and provide insights and lessons learnt. 

Moderator: Norine MacDonald, Global Media Centre 
Speakers:  Josse Abrahams, King Baudouin Foundation 

Robert Holloway, AFP Foundation 
Mandy Pursey, Charities Aid Foundation 

 
How could tax effective cross-border giving work best?  (Room: 201) 
Tax effective cross-border giving within the EU is about to become reality. The European 
Commission is of the opinion that the majority of national tax laws is in conflict with the 
EC-Treaty and has started infringement procedures against the majority of Member 
States. Over the past years, several EU countries have introduced tax effective-giving to 
public-benefit organisations also cross-border, for example: the Netherlands, Poland, 
Bulgaria and Luxembourg. More recently, similar measures were or will be taken in 
Belgium, France and in the UK. What are the experiences of donors, foundations, and 
public authorities in these countries? What are the requirements for 
donors/foundations in the respective countries and do these rules work in practice? 
Who has the burden of proof when it comes to showing that a foreign based 
organisation fulfils the respective local public benefit requirements? Have Member 
States experienced cases of fraud? 

Moderator: Ludwig Forrest, Transnational Giving Europe, King Baudouin 
Foundation 

 
 



Speakers:  Ewa Kulik, Stefan Batory Foundation 
Jean-Pierre Lieb, French Ministry of Economy, Finance and Industry 
Thomas Stolk, Dutch Ministry of Finance  
Tina Tukic, Taxation and Customs Union Directorate-General, 
European Commission 

 

11.00-12.00 AGA&Conference Policy Briefing 
 

EU policies and priorities in the fields of employment, social affairs and equal 
opportunities (Room: 211) 
The Employment, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities Directorate-General of the 
European Commission works towards the creation of more and better jobs, an inclusive 
society and equal opportunities for all, addressing in partnership with national 
authorities, social partners, civil society organisations and other stakeholders, 
challenges linked to globalisation, the ageing of Europe's population and changing social 
realities. Mr Verrue will present DG Employment, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities’ 
priority actions for the years to come. The debate will also look at challenges where 
cooperation with foundations would be useful and how this would be helpful in moving 
common agendas forward.   

Moderator: Hans Marten, Chief Executive, European Policy Forum 
Speaker: Robert Verrue, Employment, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities 

Directorate General, European Commission   
 

12.30  Closing plenary - Getting the right framework for Europe's foundations   

  
Keynote speakers: Francis Charhon, Fondation de France 

Emílio Rui Vilar, Fundação Calouste Gulbenkian 

   
During the Closing Plenary the following prize ceremonies will take place: 
Presentation of EFC Photo Competition winner chosen by conference attendees 
Presentation of the Mercator Fund’s Raymond Georis Prize for Innovative Philanthropy 
in Europe 
  
There will also be a short presentation of The Dialogue audition, a project by Filip Berte 
in collaboration with the European Cultural Foundation 
 

 

 
 
14.00  Closing Lunch and Wrap-up for the group 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



9C/Ωǎ άbŜȄǘ-DŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴέ tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ 
 
 

 Giulia Coss, External Relations, Compagnia di San Paolo, Italy 

 Thomas Fischer, Executive Director Brussels Office, Bertelsmann Stiftung, Belgium  

 Amada M. Gigler, CEO, Fondo Calala, Spain 

 Thorsten Klassen, Senior Program Officer Partnerships, German Marshall Fund of the United 
States, Germany 

 Maite Garcia Lechner, Grants Manager, European Cultural Foundation, The Netherlands 

 Jasmjin Melse, Program Manager, Adessium Foundation, The Netherlands 

 Novella Pellegrini, Managing Director, ENEL Cuore, Italy 

 Monika Pisankaneva, Community Foundations Program Manager  Workshop for Civic 
Initiatives Foundation, Bulgaria 

 Anne Rolvering, Head of Executive Office, Stiftung Mercator, Germany 

 Francesca Scasselati Sforzolini, Operations Director - Energy Strategy Center- 
European Climate Foundation, Belgium 

 Shelia Slemp, Capacity Building and Partnership Development Carpathian Foundation, Ukraine 

 Anja Stanitzke, Legal Advisor; Cooperation with Foundations and Associations, Volkswagen 
Stiftung, Germany 

 
Giulia Coss 
Compagnia di San Paolo ς Italy www.compagniadisanpaolo.it 
Giulia was born in Torino – Italy. She has a degree in Economy of Culture. In 2003 she started working 
for the Organizing Committee of the XXth Winter Olympic Games of Torino 2006. As Domestic Dignitary 
Programme supervisor she dealt with protocol and external relations. After the Games, Giulia started 
working for the FIAT GROUP where she was in charged of organizing events for launching new vehicles 
to the market. Since April 2007 she has been working at the External Relations Department of the 
private bank foundation, Compagnia di San Paolo, where Giulia is focusing particularly on international 
projects.  
 
Thomas Fischer  
Bertelsmann Stiftung Brussels Office ς Germany/Belgium http://www.bertelsmann-stiftung.de 
Thomas is heading the Brussels office of the German Bertelsmann Stiftung. Prior to that, he was in 
charge of the foundation’s project work on political strategy and federalism reform both on the national 
level in Germany as well as on the EU level. Before joining the Stiftung, Thomas was Managing Director 
of the European Center for Research on Federalism at the University of Tübingen. Prior to that, he was a 
researcher at the University of Munich and at the Geschwister-Scholl-Institute for Political Sciences. 
Thomas studied political sciences, law and economics in Munich and he holds a Master’s degree from 
the Ludwig-Maximilians-University. The main focal points of his research are on European Governance, 
the role of the regions within Europe and comparative federalism. 
  
Amanda M. Gigler 
Fondo Calal ς Spain http://fondocalala.blogspot.com/  
Amanda Mercedes Gigler is the Executive Director and one of the co-founders of the Spanish 
foundation, Calala Women‘s Fund, based in Barcelona. She was born in San Francisco, California, and 
completed her Bachelor of Arts at the University of California, Berkeley, and a Master’s degree in 
International Relations at the Institut Barcelona d’Estudis Internacionals. In the 1990s she worked in the 
internet industry and volunteered with women’s and immigrants’ rights groups in San Francisco and 
Berkeley in her own Latina community, before moving to Mexico City and working in resource 
mobilization at the Mexican women’s fund, Semillas. During her five years at Semillas, she coordinated 
institutional funding and communication for the fund, and collaborated on the creation of a fundraising 
training program for small women’s organizations. She has also consulted for HIV/AIDS prevention 
organizations in Mexico and with grassroots groups and agricultural cooperatives in Peru. In 2008 she 
began collaborating with a group of Latin American and Spanish feminists to create Calala Women’s 
Fund in Spain. Amanda is fluent in Spanish and English and speaks conversational Catalan.  

http://www.compagniadisanpaolo.it/


Maite García Lechner, 
European Cultural Foundation ς the Netherlands http://www.eurocult.org/ 
Maite is of Spanish-Dutch origin and holds a Master’s degree in Art History. She joined the European 
Cultural Foundation in 2008 where she started working as Grants Officer. Prior to that, Maite worked as 
a researcher at Princeton University (USA) and in various project-related positions in the Dutch cultural 
sector (among others: Netherlands Institute of Cultural Heritage/ICN and the Dutch Centre for 
International Cultural Activities/SICA). Maite became Programme Manager Grants at ECF in 2009. In this 
position she manages a small team of four colleagues with whom she jointly runs the activities of the 
grants programme. Maite’s tasks include the development, implementation and coordination of various 
grant schemes and the recently started co-development of grants within ECF’s other programmes.  
 
Thorsten Klaßen  
The German Marshall Fund of the United States ς Germany www.gmfus.org/ 
Dr. Thorsten Klaßen is Senior Program Officer of the Partnerships Department of the German Marshall 
Fund of the United States (GMF). Based in Berlin, he currently manages GMF's European external 
partnerships and advises the organization on further diversification of its funding base in Europe. 
Previously, he worked as Program Officer. He oversaw a variety of programmes promoting transatlantic 
relations, established contacts to opinion leaders in politics and business, supervised GMF's foreign 
policy grants and managed GMF's German fellowship programmes. Prior to that, Thorsten served in 
GMF's Washington, DC office where he managed the organization's non-governmental conference on 
the eve of the 2004 NATO Summit in Istanbul and conducted projects related to a variety of timely 
foreign policy issues. Thorsten studied American Literature and Linguistics and History at the University 
of Bonn and holds a PhD in Political Science from the Free University of Berlin.  
 
Jasmijn Melse 
Adessium Foundation ς the Netherlands http://www.adessium.org 
Jasmijn is Programme Manager at the Adessium Foundation since June 2008. Her work focuses on, 
among others, the link between governance and media, the quality of decision-making processes and 
the strengthening of the philanthropic sector in Europe. Prior to joining the foundation she was a 
lecturer in International Relations and Humanitarian Action at the University of Groningen, The 
Netherlands. She also spent time living in Latin America, and during her studies she worked at the Dutch 
Embassy in La Paz, Bolivia. She holds a Master’s degree in international relations and political science 
from the University of Groningen. 
 
 
Novella Pellegrini 
ENEL Cuore ς Italy http://www.enel.it/enelcuore/it/ 
Novella Pellegrini is the Managing Director of Enel Cuore Onlus and is responsible for all the activities of 
her organization. Before joining Enel Cuore four years ago Novella worked as a journalist and for several 
non-profit organizations in communications and later in institutional relations. She holds a degree in 
Modern Literature and a Master in health Management from the Bocconi University in Milan.  
 
 
Monika Pisankaneva 
Workshop for Civic Initiatives Foundation ς Bulgaria http://www.wcif-bg.org/en/ 
Since 2001, Monika Pisankaneva has worked at international organizations implementing grantmaking 
programmes in Bulgaria, such as the CEE Trust (2006-2009), Counterpart International (2002-2006) and 
CRS-Bulgaria (2001). Over the last 8 years she has been managing programmes that promoted the 
community foundation concept in Bulgaria and resulted in the creation and growth of 10 community 
foundations all over the country. Currently, Monika works at the Workshop for Civic Initiatives 
Foundation, a national grantmaking foundation, which supports community development and 
grassroots organizations. She holds a Master’s degree in International Studies of Philanthropy from the 
University of Bologna (2007) and a Master’s in Philosophy from Sofia University (1992). She was a 
Senior Fellow at the Center on Philanthropy and Civil Society, the Graduate Center, City University, New 
York in October-November 2009. 
 

http://www.adessium.org/


 
Anne Rolvering 
Mercator Stiftung ς Germany http://www.stiftung-mercator.de/ 
Anne Rolvering is Head of the Executive Office at the Mercator Stiftung. Previously she worked as 
Executive Assistant to the President at the Foundation, where she provided the Management with day-
to-day business support, developed concepts, implemented projects and identified strategic 
opportunities. Before joining the Mercator Stiftung, she worked at the Development and Marketing 
Department of the Jewish Museum Berlin and she also gained professional experiences as Research 
Assistant. She holds a degree in Law from the Albert-Ludwig-Universität Freiburg and a Master’ degree 
in Arts and Media Administration from the Institut für Kultur- und Medienmanagement der Freien 
Universität Berlin. For the time being, she is a Ph.D. student at the Center for Social Investment, at the 
Ruprecht-Karls-Universität Heidelberg. 
 
Francesca Scaccellati-Sforzolini 
European Climate Foundation ς Brussels http://www.europeanclimate.org/ 
Francesca is Operations Director at the Energy Strategy Center (ESC), the communications unit of the 
European Climate Foundation (ECF). She is responsible for the overall coordination of the ESC’s 
activities to maintain coherence between projects and functions and ensure a smooth running of the 
operation. Francesca joined the ESC from Mars, Inc., where she was head of Corporate Communications 
for one of its business units, Mars Nutrition Health and Wellbeing. Prior to that, Francesca was a 
Director of the Healthcare Team of Burson-Marsteller (B-M) Brussels and she also worked as a 
European law practitioner for the law firm Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer. Francesca’s past work 
experience also includes working for the World Bank and the International Foundation for Election 
Systems in Washington, D.C., the European Commission’s Humanitarian Office (ECHO) and the 
European Parliament in Brussels, the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, and the French Chamber of Commerce in the Maldive Islands and Sri-Lanka. 
 
Shelia Slemp 
The Carpathian Foundation ς Ukraine 
http://www.carpathianfoundation.org/cf/web/branch_ua/index.jsp 
Shelia is currently serving as a United States Peace Corps Volunteer in Western Ukraine where she is 
working with various organizations to help build community foundations and a community foundation 
system.  She is assisting the Carpathian Foundation Ukraine in the areas of capacity building, 
partnership development, and community development. Prior to that, Shelia has worked for more than 
15 years in capacity building for the private sector in the United States and Ukraine.  As Senior Program 
Officer for the national office of Local Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC), she facilitated the creation 
and expansion of a national leadership, management, and coaching program for local offices serving 
more than 1200 nonprofit organizations across the United States. Moreover, she launched the first 
human capacity development program for Northern Ohio office of LISC. Shelia holds a Master’s degree 
in Non-profit Organizations and a Master’s degree in Science in Social Administration from Case 
Western University and a Bachelor’s degree in Foreign Affairs from the University of Virginia 
 
Anja Stanitzke  
VolkswagenStiftung ς Germany http://www.volkswagenstiftung.de 
Anja Stanitzke is working as the Legal Advisor for the Volkswagen Stiftung in the office of the Secretary 
General of the Foundation. She is also responsible for the cooperation with foundations and 
associations. Prior to joining the Volkswagen Foundation two years ago, Anja was working as a lawyer at 
the department for legal affairs of the Unna municipality and before that as legal assistant in the Europe 
Department of the Leave and Wage Equalisation Fund of the German Building Industry. She also has 
done some voluntary legal counselling at the Trade Union for Public Service Employees at municipal and 
federal state level. Anja holds a Law Degree having studied law at the Humboldt University in Berlin and 
the Schiller University of Jena. She specialized in civil, labour and social law for her state examination. 
 

 
 
 

http://www.volkswagenstiftung.de/


Observers 
 

 
 
Corinna Hörst  
The German Marshall Fund of the United States ς Belgium www.gmfus.org/ 
Dr. Corinna Hörst is deputy director of the Brussels office of the German Marshall Fund of the U.S. 
(GMF). She is supporting the executive director in all aspects of strategic planning, operations, 
personnel, management and communication.   Previously she worked as Senior Program Officer and at 
the GMF headquarters in Washington, DC . Before coming to GMF in 1999, she was a teaching associate 
at Miami University, teaching American and World history and worked as assistant project manager at a 
publishing company in Germany.  
 
Oliver Leidtke 
Robert Bosch Stiftung ς Germany http://www.bosch-stiftung.de 
Oliver is currently working for the Robert Bosch Stiftung as Assistant to the Board of Management. 
Before joining the Foundation, he was Project Manager at the Bertelsmann Stiftung and Research 
Associate at the Institute of Political Science at the University of Münster. He holds a degree in Social 
Sciences and Philosophy from the University of Münster. 
 
Ayesha Saran 
Barrow Cadbury Trust ς the United Kingdom www.bctrust.org.uk/ 
 
Debbie Pippard 
Barrow Cadbury Trust ς the United Kingdom www.bctrust.org.uk/ 
 
Mette Lindberg (TBC) 
Realdania ς Denmark http://www.realdania.dk/ 

 
 
 
 

 


