
 

 

 

 

 

Global Philanthropy Leadership Initiative 

 

The vision for the Global Philanthropy Leadership Initiative (GPLI) is to work together to 
improve, develop and grow the practice and impact of philanthropy in a global context. 

There are issues and opportunities in philanthropy in an increasingly globalized context that only 
collective leadership can address. A GPLI task force comprised of a diverse set of philanthropic 
leaders was established in 2010 to form an action agenda centered on three priority areas of 
focus: 

1. Improving the legal and regulatory environment for philanthropy in a global context 

2. Developing models for improving and increasing collaboration in philanthropy in a 
global context 

3. Identifying key opportunities to engage with policy makers/multi-lateral organizations. 

As a proof of concept phase for GPLI, a two-year period (through December 2012) will be 
devoted to accomplishing a specific action agenda identified and supported by the task force, 
with the potential of continuing or expanding the initiative based on results from this initial 
collaboration. The task force effort is intended as a bold experiment in collaborative action by 
key (but not comprehensive) leadership in philanthropy working in a global context. This initial 
effort becomes the platform on which to assess the success of the effort and evolve the 
concept, and will focus on short-term actions in the three areas that none of the participants or 
associations could do alone. 

The GPLI task force co-chairs are Emílio Rui Vilar, President of the Board of Trustees for 

Fundação Calouste Gulbenkian (Portugal) and William S. White, President and CEO of The 
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation. Co-Hosts for the task force are Steve Gunderson, 

President and CEO of the Council on Foundations (COF), Gerry Salole, CEO of the 

European Foundation Centre (EFC), and Helena Monteiro, Executive Director of the Worldwide 
Initiative for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 

 

For more information, visit  

COF site: www.cof.org/international  

EFC site: http://www.efc.be/Networking/InterestGroupsAndFora/Global/Pages/GPLM.aspx  

 

Or email: 

Gail McClure, GPLI Project Manager, Gail.McClure@cof.org   

Jeannette Cook, GPLI Coordinator, JCook@efc.be   
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