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Dear participants,

Welcome to London and to the Wellcome Trust. We are delighted to be able to host this year’s European Forum on Philanthropy and 

Research Funding.

The landscape within which we operate as foundations is continually changing. We currently face unprecedented global challenges, from 

the instability of our financial markets to the huge challenges of climate change, food and energy security and the threat of pandemics.

 

Foundations can and should play an important role in catalysing innovative and world-class research to address these global challenges.

Over the next few days we will be able to discuss and debate how foundations can make a difference through the research we fund.

I wish you a productive conference.

Sir Mark Walport

Director, Wellcome Trust
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Why a Forum?

Foundations and philanthropic organisations can play a leading 

role in supporting research across Europe, and have valuable 

expertise to share with all research stakeholders. To develop 

this potential, the European Foundation Centre (EFC) has set up 

a European Forum on Philanthropy and Research Funding with  

support from the European Commission and individual funders. 

The Forum helps underpin philanthropic funding for research 

through exchanging experiences and best practice, developing 

cooperation on research funding, and promoting a favourable 

environment for foundation and private philanthropy activities.

“Towards a new vision 
for philanthropy and 
research”

The Forum is a collaborative network and supports initiatives 

which advance a vision for a new environment for philanthropy 

in research. This would see:

• Effective philanthropic support for research by improving the 

legal and fiscal environment

• Enhanced cooperation between philanthropic bodies, and other 

research stakeholders

• Better understanding of the value which foundations contribute 

to research

• Increased awareness of philanthropy’s role in supporting 

research

• Philanthropic investment in research which complements (not 

substitutes) public funding

Addressing the key issues

The Forum addresses four key issues identified by stakeholders 

in consultations run by the Commission and the EFC in 2006. 

They are:

1. 	Philanthropic organisations’ research funding policies, with 

the focus on evaluation

2.	Legal, regulatory and fiscal issues relating to donors and 

philanthropic organisations

3. 	Governance and ethical issues relating to philanthropic support 

for research

4. 	Fundraising from philanthropic sources by universities

These issues are investigated through the following types of 

activities:

- 	P eer learning and exchange of good practice

- 	D ocumenting foundation actions and practices in funding 

research

- 	D ocumenting and fostering a more helpful legal and fiscal 

European environment for philanthropy

-	M onitoring European developments and programmes 

underpinning research in Europe and worldwide

The Forum’s work is led by a Steering Group comprising members 

representing EFC member foundations active in research and the 

European University Association. The current members of the 

Forum Steering Group are:

-	P ier Mario Vello, Secretary General, Fondazione Cariplo 

(Steering Chair)

- 	G öran Blomqvist, Managing Director, Stiftelsen Riksbankens 

Jubileumsfond

- 	 João Caraça, Director for Research, Fundação Calouste 

Gulbenkian

- 	S teen Hemmingsen, Managing Director, Lundbeckfonden

- 	 Wilhelm Krull, Secretary General, VolkswagenStiftung

- 	D avid Lynn, Head of Strategic Planning and Policy, The 

Wellcome Trust

- 	 John Smith, Deputy Secretary General, European University 

Association

- 	I ngrid Wünning Tschol, Head of Science and Research 

Department, Robert Bosch Stiftung

- 	M aciej Zylicz, President, Executive Director, Foundation for 

Polish Science

The European Commission, DG Research, is an observer of the 

Steering Group.
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The European Forum on Philanthropy and Research Funding 
RECEIVES SUPPORT FROM

Want to contribute? Want to be kept informed of the Forum’s activities?

Don’t hesitate to contact the Forum secretariat at the European Foundation Centre:
t +32.2.512.8938 | researchforum@efc.be | www.efc.be/research_forum

�

LUNDBECKFONDEN

European Comission
(DG Research)
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2 December 2009

12:30 – 14:00		R  egistration and welcome buffet

14:00 – 15:15		  The 21st Century challenges of science and philanthropy (Henry Wellcome Auditorium – Wellcome Collection)
			T   he first ten years of the 21st Century are coming to a close: what challenges lie ahead for research in Europe 
			   and the foundations that support it?

15:15 – 15:45		C  offee break

15:45 – 17:30		  Philanthropy, a growing asset for research (Henry Wellcome Auditorium – Wellcome Collection)
			A   lthough funding research brings about many challenges, philanthropy as a source of funding offers unique opportunities and 	
			   can open new avenues for supporting research. This debate will set the scene for the parallel sessions of 3 December.

18:30 – 19:30		  Drinks Reception and lecture by Professor Neil Turok (Medicine Now Gallery – Wellcome Collection)
			D   uring a drinks reception, Professor Neil Turok will share his experience with the African Institute 
			   for Mathematical Sciences and future prospects on the continent.

19:45 – 22:00		  Conference dinner (Wellcome Trust)
			T   he Wellcome Trust will be hosting a dinner for delegates at its offices. 
			   (Please note this is only open to participants registered for the conference by the initial deadline)
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3 December 2009

09:30 – 10:15		  A forward look lecture by Tim Hunt (Henry Wellcome Auditorium – Wellcome Collection)
			T   im Hunt, Nobel prize winning researcher at Cancer Research UK will share some of his thoughts on research funding 
			   and the role philanthropy can play in this respect.

10:15 – 12:00		  Parallel sessions (Break-out room  – Wellcome Collection)
			 

12:00 – 12:15		C  offee break

12:15 – 13:15		  Closing plenary session (Henry Wellcome Auditorium – Wellcome Collection)

13:15 – 14:30		C  losing buffet lunch
			 
From 14:15		  Visit of the Wellcome Collection 
			D   elegates will be able to visit the Wellcome collection with guided tours of the Medicine Man and Medicine Now Galleries

Parallel session A: 
Innovative funding models for research

This session will explore how foundations 
have developed different approaches 
to funding research. The benefits and 
challenges of working with a range of 
private and public sector funders will be 
examined, including the unique role that 
foundations can play in such partnerships

Parallel session B: 
Striving for excellence 
in decision making

This session will explore how foundations 
can use evaluation to inform their 
decision making. It will consider the 
benefits of using evaluation for strategic 
decision making and issues to consider 
when doing so.

Parallel session C: 
Setting the right conditions 
for enhanced partnerships

This session will analyse how 
philanthropic bodies and universities 
are working together and what needs to 
be done to enhance further growth in 
philanthropy as a growing research asset 
for universities.
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Galileo was also quite the self publicist, and some might say an 
early fundraiser. In 1610 he published Sidereus Nuncius, a short 
astronomical treaty detailing the first astronomical observations 
made through a telescope. The cover of the document is very much 
an advertisement of his work to the Duke Cosimo II de Medici whom 
he flatters in the hope of gaining his financial support by naming the 
satellites of Jupiter which he had discovered the Medicean Stars.
Then, as today, philanthropy is an important dimension of research 
funding. 
Some universities in Europe owe their establishment to philanthropy 
and the communities and wealthy individuals who provided the 
funds to establish these institutions. In Milan, my home town, 
Bocconi University (Università Commerciale Luigi Bocconi), a 
leading business school, was established in 1902 thanks to the 
generosity of Ferdinando Bocconi, a merchant and self made 
millionaire. Bocconi University is not unique in this respect as 
many of Europe’s universities were created thanks to philanthropy. 
Today, in the context of the diversification of university funding, the 
role philanthropy can play in supporting universities and research 
undertaken in universities is increasingly on the agenda in Europe.
If you look at the great scientists, many at some point or another 
in their career will have benefited from philanthropy. With a quick 
glance at the CV’s of this year’s and previous Nobel Prize winners 
one notices that many of the awardees will have had a connection 
to philanthropy. 
In recent times, the groundbreaking Human Genome Project to 
sequence human DNA has brought together numerous research 
institutions and funders from around the globe including from the 
world of philanthropy: a key partner in the project is the Wellcome 
Trust Sanger Institute which hosts one of the primary sequencing 
sites of the project.

Complementarity
Foundations and philanthropy are an integral part of the panoply 
of research funding. Beyond the purely monetary, philanthropic 
foundations play an important role in supporting research. Not least 
because their status gives them flexibility to engage in research 
funding in many ways public agencies and industries are unable 
to for political reasons, or simply because there is no competitive 
advantage. 
Wilhelm Krull, the Secretary General of VolkswagenSiftung, puts it 
very eloquently in a piece entitled “Encouraging change, European 
foundations funding research”:

Foundations can act autonomously in supporting the first 
experiments in new areas, in taking risk when exploring hitherto 
unknown territories, and in substantially encouraging frontrunners 
in institutional reform. Unlike publicly financed agencies, which 
are dependent on political decisions and have to provide equal 
opportunities for all, private foundations do not have to wait for 
political consensus. They can act much more freely, flexibly and 
quickly. For them, the objectives to be achieved are always more 
important than bureaucratic rules and regulations.

On this basis alone one can consider foundations and philanthropy 
as an asset for research, simply because of the unique role they can 
play in supporting research. One that is inherent to their nature and 
complementary to that of public and for-profit organisations.

Creativity and innovation
Nowadays, the discourse around research funding is a very ambiguous 
one in Europe. Whilst the European Commission is drawing up statistics 
and setting targets such as the Barcelona objective of investing 3% of 
GDP into research with the hope of boosting research funding, some 
countries are scaling back the public funding made available to research 

Philanthropy, 
a growing asset for research 

Most of us will have heard of Galileo 

Galilei, the Italian scientist who 

made immeasurable contributions 

to the development of modern 

science. “Galileo, perhaps more 

than any other single person, was 

responsible for the birth of modern 

science” is how Steven Hawkins 

refers to the late 16th Century 

scientist. What we may not always 

know is that the Medici Family was 

a great supporter of Galileo and 

funder of his work.



European Forum on Philanthropy and Research Funding - 11

and universities, or looking at focusing their support on research 
with economic value.
Targets and statistics help focus attention on the under-
investment in research across Europe. However, they should not 
detract from the need to fund quality research, provide support 
that is adequate to the scientific community’s needs, and 
foster for our researchers environments that are conducive to 
thinking and creativity. The major breakthroughs in fundamental 
science have come not from directed research, but creative 
trains of thought and serendipity. Here again philanthropy 
and foundations have a role to play. Let us not forget that 
the Institute for Advanced Studies in Princeton and the IHES 
(Institut des Hautes Etudes Scientifiques) on the outskirts of 
Paris which have housed many prominent scientists were the 
fruit of philanthropy. In more recent times Mike Laziridis, co-
founder of Research in Motion, home of the inventors of the 
Blackberry, founded the Perimeter Institute in Canada, a new 
research centre dedicated to theoretical physics.
Foundations in Europe can be very innovative in their support 
for research, often taking risks in the fields they fund or in 
developing new ways and approaches to supporting science. Of 
course it is not enough to have the potential to be innovative: 
foundations have to use it. In the area of supporting young 
scientists for example, foundations in Germany were the first 
to fund post-graduate programmes for promising researchers, 
which were later mainstreamed by the DFG (Deutsche 
Forschungsgemeinschaft). The Euroscience Open Forum 
biennale conferences, a bottom-up initiative bringing together 
young scientists with established scientists, journalists and the 

public to discuss and debate science were made possible with 
the support of foundations from their inception until today.

Why is diversity important?
A recent study by the University of Heidelberg’s Centre 
for Social Investment and the Max Planck Institute for 
Comparative and International Law found that there are over 
110,000 foundations in Europe. Not all support research, but 
many do fund research either for its own sake, or to inform 
their activities. Their sheer number offers a fantastic pool 
of expertise and experience in supporting research which 
we should all, public and private funders, seek to learn from. 
These foundations take many different forms and have 
developed various approaches to supporting research. This 
diversity in fields supported, and in modes of support, may be 
seen by some as fragmentation. However it is precisely this 
diversity which makes the sector’s richness and provides it 
with the capacity to act to address needs and opportunities. 
In this context it is also important that foundations maintain 
their independence from other actors, without shying away 
from developing partnerships with other public stakeholders 
to leverage their actions and increase their impact. 

Let them grow
For foundations to continue funding research effectively and to 
have an impact, they must evolve as the needs of researchers 
evolve, and as the nature of research and the boundaries 
between scientific fields shift and blur. To face up to these 
challenges, foundations must themselves grow, learn from 

their experiences, share their practices and become better 
acquainted with universities- where most of Europe’s research 
is undertaken. 
In the context of the European Forum on Philanthropy and 
Research Funding, a number of issues of concern to foundations 
across Europe have come to the fore. Examples include their (in)
ability to support innovation, which in some countries can be 
hampered by legislation governing foundations, and also how to 
evaluate the outcomes and impact of their funding. 
The Forum, which was set-up by foundations alongside 
universities and the European Commission, provides the 
platform to do so.
In order to grow and to continue to play an important role in 
supporting the best and most promising research and scientists, 
foundations also need a fertile legal and fiscal environment to 
blossom. Today, foundations face hurdles in their support for 
research, be it when operating at the national, European or 
international level. Governments and EU institutions would 
do well to look at what role they can play in removing the 
constraints that stifle foundations. At the European level, 
discussion on a European Foundation Statute is well underway 
and I sincerely hope that in the future it will provide foundations 
with the opportunity to operate throughout Europe in a more 
effective manner.
Finally, I should mention that foundations can only be an asset 
for research in Europe if they are able to make use of their own 
assets and are not forced by reduced public funding for research 
into a substitutive role, which they can never sustain as the 
funding available will never match that of public authorities.

Pier Mario Vello
Secretary General, Fondazione Cariplo
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Mark Walport is Director of the Wellcome Trust. The 
Wellcome Trust funds innovative biomedical research, 
in the UK and internationally, spending over £600 
million each year to support the brightest scientists 
with the best ideas.
Before joining the Trust he was Professor of Medicine 
and Head of the Division of Medicine at Imperial 
College London. His own research career focused on 
the immunology and genetics of rheumatic diseases. 
He is a board member of the UK Clinical Research 
Collaboration (UKCRC), UK Research Base Funder’s 
Forum, Health Innovation Council and the Prime 
Minister’s Council for Science and Technology. He is 
also a member of a number of international advisory 
bodies, including the Grand Challenges in Global 
Health Scientific Board and the Council of the Global 
HIV Vaccine Enterprise. He received a knighthood 
in the 2009 New Year Honours List for services to 
medical research.

Wilhelm Krull is the Secretary General of the Volkswagen Foundation 
which is located in Hannover, Germany. He is a member of the Board 
of the Governing Council of the European Foundation Centre, and the 
Chair of the Board of the German Bundesverband Deutscher Stiftungen. 
From 2003 to 2005 he was Chair of the Hague Club of major European 
foundations. Dr. Krull has been and still is a member of numerous 
advisory committees and governing boards of universities, Max Planck 
Institutes, academies, and research organisations. At the European 
level he chaired expert panels on the benchmarking of scientific 
and technological productivity as well as on monitoring of the Sixth 
Framework Programme. He was also strongly involved in developing the 
concept for establishing the European Research Council.

Opening plenary session: 
The 21st Century challenges 
of science and philanthropy
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The first ten years of the 21st 

Century are coming to a close: 

what challenges lie ahead for 

research in Europe and the 

foundations that support it?

In the coming years we can expect 

research to become more global, 

more interdisciplinary, and more 

costly. The need for innovation 

will be ever greater. Europe will 

require more trained researchers to 

replace retiring babyboomers and 

to increase capacity to meet the 

Barcelona objectives. Universities 

will remain key players in European 

research yet their structures, 

missions and resources may need 

to change to meet new demands, 

including attracting new income 

streams. Increased public interest 

and new ethical concerns related to 

controversial areas of research are 

likely to grow. How can Europe face 

up to these challenges? What role 

can foundations and universities play 

in this respect, and what innovative 

approaches and partnerships will they 

both need to develop for the future?

Mark Walport
Director, The Wellcome Trust

Wilhelm Krull
Secretary General, VolkswagenStiftung

14
:0

0
 –

 1
5

:1
5

H
en

ry
 W

el
lc

o
m

e 
A

u
d

it
o

r
iu

m
 

2 
d

ec
em

be
r

 2
0

0
9



European Forum on Philanthropy and Research Funding - 13

Diogo Lucena is an Electrical Engineer from the Universidade Técnica de Lisboa (1972) 
where he obtained a Master of Science (1976) and a Ph.D. (1978) in Engineering Economic 
Systems from Stanford University. His academic career began at the Instituto Superior 
Técnico and later on he joined the Faculdade de Economia, Universidade Nova de Lisboa, 
where he is now a Professor of Economics. He has also been Visiting Professor at Stanford 
University. He is Trustee of Fundação Calouste Gulbenkian since January 1999.

Tomasz Perkowski is responsible for planning, development and asset management at the Foundation 
for Polish Science. Participant of the Local Governmental Initiative/Open Society Institute project on 
sustainability of the non-governmental organisations, local expert in the Vrije Universitat’s project “Legal 
aspects of civil society in Europe”. Author of a number of public presentations and key speaker at the 
panels dedicated to the  transfer of technologies from academia to business, development of careers of 
young scientists, mobility of scientists and educational systems development.  Member of the Steering 
Committee for Human Resources Development of the Polish Sectoral Operational Programme (priority: 
development of the educational system), former deputy chairman of the FP7 External Advisory Group 
"Research Potential” in DG “Research”, member of the Interdisciplinary Group for Mobility and Careers 
Development in the Ministry of Science and Higher Education. Expert and reviewer in many national and 
international programmes focused on supporting science and education.  

David Drewry is Vice-Chancellor of the University of Hull (since 1999). He was educated at Queen 
Mary, University of London and has a Doctorate in Geophysics from Cambridge University. He 
was previously Director-General, The British Council (1998-99); Deputy Chief Executive, Natural 
Environment Research Council (1994-97); Director, The British Antarctic Survey (1987-94); and 
Director, Scott Polar Research Institute, Cambridge University (1983-87). He was visiting scientist 
at US Geological Survey, Denver, USA and visiting Fellow at Green College, Oxford University. He is 
currently Visiting Professor at University of London and Xiamen University, China. He is a Trustee 
of the Natural History Museum, London. His research interests are (i) glaciology, climate change, 
(ii) the polar regions - science and politics, (iii) higher education policy - leading and managing 
universities and governance issues.  David Drewry is Chair of European Geophysical Union, Agassiz 
Medal Committee; served on Executive Council, European Science Foundation and the European 
Committee on Ocean and Polar Science. He was President of the International Arctic Science 
Committee and Founding Chairman of Council of Managers of National Antarctic Programs.

Wilhelm Krull
Secretary General, VolkswagenStiftung

Diogo Lucena
Trustee, Fundação Calouste Gulbenkian

Tomasz Perkowski
Deputy Chairman, Foundation for Polish Science

David Drewry
Vice-President, European University Association

Erna Möller
Executive Director, Knut och Alice Wallenbergs Stiftelse

Erna Möller obtained her MD and her PhD at the Karolinska Institutet, Stockholm, Sweden. 
A researcher for many years, she was successively appointed Lecturer in immunology 
(1975-1982), Professor in transplantation immunology (1983-1987) and Professor in 
clinical immunology (1987-2007) at the Karolinska Institutet. She was Physician in charge 
of the university hospital's laboratory for clinical immunology. From the 1990s she gained 
experience in the pharmaceutical sector as the Director of Astra, Sweden (1995-1999) and 
Director of AstraZeneca PLC, Great Britain (1999-2007). She is a former Chairman of several 
Boards and Committees. She is MD h.c. from Turku university and Helsinki university and 
member of the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences and of the Royal Swedish Academy 
of Engineering Sciences. She was elected member of the Nobel assembly in 1987, was a 
Member of the Nobel Committee of the Assembly (medicine) (2003-2005) before being 
made Vice-Chairman (2006) and then Chairman (2007) of the Nobel Assembly. In 2008 
she was elected a member of the Governing Board of the European Institute of Innovation 
and Technology. Since 2001, Dr. Möller is the Executive Director of the Knut and Alice 
Wallenberg Foundation, Sweden.
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Professor Alice Dautry is President of the Institut Pasteur, a private non-profit foundation devoted to biomedical research, 
public health, teaching and training. The Institut Pasteur is at the heart of an international network bringing together 32 
research institutes worldwide.
Professor Alice Dautry has devoted her career in France and the USA, at the NIH and MIT, to research, training and teaching 
and management of research. She has published some 130 publications in international scientific journals in biochemistry, 
cell biology, receptors and infectious agents. She held teaching positions as Professor at Ecole Polytechnique and as 
Director of the Molecular Biology of the Cell course at the Institut Pasteur.
She has held numerous advisory and evaluation responsibilities of research and higher education institutions. She is 
currently a member of the Board of trustees of higher education and research institutions, including Ecole Polytechnique 
(France), ISTA (Austria), DNDi (Switzerland) and a member of a Research Strategy group of the WHO.

Afternoon plenary session:
Philanthropy, a growing asset 
for research
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Although funding research brings 

about many challenges, philanthropy 

as a source of funding offers unique 

opportunities and can open new 

avenues for supporting research. 

This debate will set the scene for the 

parallel sessions of 3 December by 

looking into the following questions:

> How can philanthropy provide 

opportunities for leveraging funds 

for innovative funding and for 

research with public and other 

private funders?

> How can evaluation help 

foundations make choices and 

inform their decision making?

> What are the best conditions for 

philanthropic bodies and universities 

to work together in ensuring 

the best environment for their 

partnerships to flourish?

Alice Dautry
Managing Director, Institut Pasteur
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Dr. John Smith has worked at the EUA since September 
2004 as Deputy Secretary General with responsibility for 
its activities in the fields of research and innovation. After 
completing his Ph.D. in political science (University of Kent, 
Canterbury, UK) he took up a career in the field of science 
administration and policy at the Economic and Social 
Research Council, London, UK (1976-84), and the European 
Science Foundation, Strasbourg, (1985-2000). Based in 
Vienna from 2000-2003, he was Executive Director of 
the Institute for Human Sciences until December 2001 
and then worked as a Research Consultant on several 
commissioned studies, including those for the Austrian 
Ministry of Education, Science and Culture; the European 
Centre for Social Welfare Policy and Research; and the 
European Commission Directorate-General for Research. 
From October 2003 to September 2004, he was based 
in Lisbon, Portugal, as a Gulbenkian Foundation Visiting 
Professor in European Science Policy at the Instituto 
Superior De Ciencias Do Trabalho E Da Empresa (ISCTE) 
of the University of Lisbon.

Martin Brookes was appointed Chief Executive of 
New Philanthropy Capital in April 2008. He has been 
at NPC since 2001, heading up the organisation's 
research team from 2003.  Martin is an avid believer in 
making a market for charitable giving more efficient by 
measuring charity outcomes and ensuring that money 
flows to those charities that use it best. His lecture at 
the RSA in 2007 helped kickstart a debate about charity 
effectiveness. 
Prior to joining NPC, Martin was a senior economist at 
Goldman Sachs International from 1994 to 2001 and, 
before that, an economist at the Bank of England. He 
also conducted research for Amnesty International 
in 2001. Martin sits on the UK Economic and Social 
Research Council.

John Smith
Secretary General, 
European University 
Association

Martin Brookes
Chief Executive, 
New Philanthropy Capital
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s Anne-Marie Engel	
Director of Research, 
Lundbeckfonden

Anne-Marie Engel is Director of Research at the 
Lundbeck Foundation. She is a qualified medical doctor 
and holds a Ph.D from the University of Copenhagen. 
Her research activity focusing on cellular mechanisms 
involved in the development of tumours. She is 
assistant editor of Journal of Oral Pathology and is 
active in a Danish forum to encourage school children 
choosing science in upper secondary school and when 
they go to the university. Anne-Marie is currently 
collaborating with the Danish Technical University 
(DTU) and the European Medical Research Councils on 
the development of a common codex for evaluating the 
outcome of grants for biomedical research projects. She 
is also actively involved in developing, in collaboration 
with DTU, an evaluation model for grants from the 
Lundbeck Foundation.
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Dr. Neil Turok earned his PhD at Imperial College, London. After a postdoctoral fellowship 
in Santa Barbara, he was an Associate Scientist at Fermilab before moving to Princeton 
University where he became Professor of Physics in 1994. In 1997 he was appointed Chair 
of Mathematical Physics at the University of Cambridge. In October, 2008, he moved to the 
Perimeter Institute as its new Director. Dr. Turok has worked in a number of areas of theoretical 
physics and cosmology, focusing on developing fundamental theories and new observational 
tests. In the 1990s, his group calculated how the polarisation and temperature anisotropies 
of the cosmic background radiation would be correlated, a prediction confirmed in detail by 
recent measurements. The team also developed a key test for the presence of the cosmological 
constant, also recently confirmed. With Stephen Hawking, he developed the Hawking-Turok 
instanton solutions describing the birth of inflationary universes. Most recently, with Paul 
Steinhardt, he has developed a cyclic model for cosmology, according to which the big bang 
is explained as a collision between two “brane-worlds.” Steinhardt and Turok co-authored the 
popular science book “Endless Universe: Beyond the Big Bang.” Among his many honours, Dr 
Turok was awarded Sloan and Packard Fellowships and the James Clerk Maxwell medal.
Born in South Africa, Dr. Turok founded the African Institute for Mathematical Sciences (AIMS), 
in 2003. Based in Cape Town, this postgraduate educational centre supports the development 
of mathematics and science across the African continent (see www.aims.ac.za and www.
nexteinstein.org). For this work and for his contributions to theoretical physics, in 2008 Dr. 
Turok was awarded a prestigious TED Prize (www.ted.com) and a “Most Innovative People” 
award at the World Summit on Innovation and Entrepreneurship (WSIE).

The Wellcome Trust would like to welcome 
you to the evening dinner for this year’s 
conference at the Trust’s headquarters. 
Designed by Hopkins Architects and 
named after the Trust’s former Chairman 
Sir Roger Gibbs, the ten-storey, glass-
roofed Gibbs Building was opened by 
the Queen in autumn 2004. The modern 

design and open-plan workspaces are complemented by the in-
house art, which ranges from the historical to the very latest in 
design concepts.
The highlight of the building’s atrium is the illuminated Thomas 
Heatherwick sculpture ‘Bleigiessen’. Consisting of 150,000 
specially processed glass spheres, suspended on almost one 
million metres of fine stainless steel wire, the sculpture glows with 
a constantly shifting rainbow of colours. This effect was created 
through a unique process of sandwiching reflective ‘dichroic’ film 
within the glass.
The windows of the building provide an exciting artistic rendering 
of what we do. Take a look at the current display when you enter 
the building. ‘Co-existence’ consists of 9000 petri dishes that form 
the shape of two naked women lying head-to-head. It has been 
created by Julia Lohmann, a multidisciplinary designer interested 
in unusual and undervalued natural and manmade materials.
The historical paintings in the foyer, displayed in their original 
Victorian frames, offer rare and fascinating insights into the history 
of medicine. The paintings are part of the extensive holdings of 
the Wellcome Library, which is situated next door in Wellcome 
Collection and houses a multitude of books, manuscripts, archives, 
films and pictures on the history of medicine from the earliest 
times to the present day.

Cocktail 
in the Medicine Now Gallery

Dinner hosted 
by the Wellcome Trust

TALK


 BY
 Neil Turok

Director, Perimeter Institute for Theoretical Physics
Founder, African Institute for Mathematical Sciences (AIMS)
Formerly Chair of Mathematical Physics, Cambridge University
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Tim Hunt is a ‘Principal Scientist’ (note, not THE principal scientist) at Cancer Research UK, Clare Hall Laboratories, in South Mimms, Herts (15 miles 
north of central London). Dr Hunt was born in 1943 and grew up in Oxford, but went up to Cambridge to read Natural Sciences in 1961. He did his Ph.D. 
in the Department of Biochemistry on “The Synthesis of Haemoglobin”. He spent almost 30 years altogether in Cambridge, mostly working on the 
control of protein synthesis, with spells in the USA; he was a postdoctoral Fellow at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine in 1968-70 and he spent 
summers at the Marine Biological Laboratory, Woods Hole from 1977 until 1985, teaching and doing research. In 1982, he discovered cyclins, which 
turned out to be “Key Regulator(s) of the Cell Cycle”. This discovery led to a share of the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine in 2001, together with 
Lee Hartwell and Paul Nurse.

Dr Hunt has helped write two books: together with Andrew Murray, he wrote “The Cell Cycle: An Introduction”, and with John Wilson composed 
“Molecular Biology of the Cell: A Problems Approach” to accompany the textbook by Alberts et al. The latest edition of The Problems Book has just 
been published (2008).

Apart from researching, writing and lecturing, Dr Hunt finds himself on numerous scientific advisory panels. He was a member of the EMBO panel 
that reviewed Cell and Molecular Biology in Austria and chaired the EMBO review panel for the French “Genopole” system. He was on the Scientific 
Advisory Board of the IMP in Vienna, and is a member of the advisory board of laboratories in Barcelona, Dundee, London, Madrid, Mishima, Oxford 
and Trieste. He chaired the Life Sciences Panel for selection of European Young Investigators under the aegis of the European Science Foundation, 
and is chairman of the council of EMBO. He actively promoted the idea of the European Research Council by lobbying commissioners and MPs in 
Brussels.

Dr Hunt is a Fellow of the Royal Society, a Fellow of the Academy of Medical Sciences, a Foreign Associate of the National Academy of Sciences of the 
USA, a Member of EMBO, a Foreign Member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and a Member of Academia Europaea. He was knighted 
in June 2006.

Dinner hosted 
by the Wellcome Trust

A forward look 
lecture

BY


Tim Hunt
Principal Investigator, Cancer Research UK
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Parallel session A: 
Innovative 
funding models 
for research

This session will explore how foundations have developed 

different approaches to funding research. The benefits and 

challenges of working with a range of private and public 

sector funders will be examined, including the unique role 

that foundations can play in such partnerships.10
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David Lynn
Head of Strategic Planning 
and Policy, The Wellcome Trust

David joined the Wellcome Trust in April 2004, where he is Head 
of Strategic Planning and Policy.  He was responsible for leading 
the development of the Wellcome Trust’s 2005-2010 Strategic 
Plan, Making a Difference, published in September 2005.  He 
leads a team responsible for developing the Trust’s policies on 
a range of issues; formulating approaches to evaluating the 
output and outcomes of Trust-funded work; and co-ordinating 
strategic planning across the Trust.  David also has responsibility 
for the Trust’s communications team.
David’s career has been in science policy and strategy.  He has 
worked alongside the UK’s Chief Scientific Adviser in the Cabinet 
Office.  His time at the UK Department of Trade and Industry 
involved him working closely with the European Space Agency 
and European Commission on earth observation policy; and he 
has worked in a number of roles for the Natural Environment 
Research Council.
David is a non-executive director of the Association of Medical 
Research Charities; a founder member of the European 
Foundation Centre Forum for Research and Philanthropy; and a 
member of the governing body of the Public Health Foundation 
of India.

Kristina Schmücker
Scientific Officer, 
International Relations, 
Max Planck Society
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Kristina Schmücker is working in the Division for 
International Relations of the Max Planck Society in 
Munich, Germany. 
The Max Planck Society for the Advancement of 
Science is an independent, non-profit research 
organisation that promotes basic research at its 
own institutes. Precondition for the sustainable 
success of the Max Planck Institutes are strong 
and trustful cooperation beyond disciplinary and 
national frontiers. Max Planck Institutes work at the 
frontiers of knowledge with the strongest research 
institutions, partners and universities worldwide. In 
her function Ms. Schmücker is in charge of cooperation 
with Middle and Eastern European Countries, giving a 
main focus on the activities of Max Planck Institutes 
with research institutions in Poland. Presently there 
is a strong collaboration being prepared between the 
Foundation for Polish Science and the Max Planck 
Society, aiming to support and sequentially finance 
excellent young scientists in performing independent 
research activities over a ten years' and quasi-
tenured period in Germany and afterwards Poland 
("Sequential Model").

Maria Wikse holds a PhD in English Literature and 
has worked at Riksbankens Jubileumsfond for five 
years. At the foundation she works with research 
financing in the fields of language, literature and 
aesthetic subjects.

Leonor Parreira
Associate Investigator, 
Instituto Gulbenkian 
de Ciência

Leonor Parreira is full Professor of Histology and 
Development Biology at Lisbon University, Faculty of 
Medicine. Dr. Parreira received her medical and PhD 
degrees from University of Lisbon and trained as a 
Clinical Hematologist at the University Hospital Santa 
Maria in Lisbon. From 1983-1984, she was a Research 
Fellow at Hammersmith Hospital, Royal Postgraduate 
Medical School in London, working on cytogenetics and 
molecular mechanisms of haematological malignancies, 
under Prof. Daniel Katovsky and  Lucio Luzzato. Since 
1993, she has been mainly devoted to pre- and post-
graduate teaching at the University of Lisbon and to 
research activities in the field of hematopoietic stem cell 
differentiation, being principal investigator at the Institute 
of Molecular Medicine, Lisbon, and external researcher 
of the Gulbenkian Institute of Science in Oeiras, Portugal. 
Since 2007, she is Director of the Gulbenkian Program 
for Advanced Medical Education, a doctoral program 
specifically targeted at practicing clinicians. In 2009 she 
was appointed Pro-Rector for Research at the University 
of Lisbon and elected President of the Sociedade das 
Ciência Médicas de Lisboa.
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Based on your experience as a researcher and as a research 
administrator in the context of the ERC, what do you think are 
the barriers to research funders developing new and innovative 
ways of supporting the best and most promising research and 
researchers?
It took the European Commission a long time to realise that 
Europe needs a competitive funding scheme for excellence 
in basic (“frontier”) research that goes beyond what Member 
States can provide. Now that the ERC has been established, 
it has become a remarkable European success story within a 
very short time. It is truly encouraging to see the enthusiastic 
response, especially by so many young, talented researchers 
even if their chances for winning a Starting Grant are currently 
only in the order of 10-12%. Throughout Europe, one can also see 
vigorous signs that the ERC is setting new standards of quality 
in peer-review evaluation. So, speaking from this experience, 
how can the barriers for funding organisations be overcome?
Trust the young. Their best guide is often the interest they have 
developed to pursue their own ideas and to test them through  
their own work. Trust them and enable them to leave the trodden 
paths. Let them find new ones into the territory of yet unknown 
knowledge.
Remember: Excellence is multi-dimensional. If you reduce it to 
one dimension only, it no longer excels. Experienced evaluators 
know when to trust their own judgement and not some 
presumed ‘objective’ metric. They know to recognise excellence 
when they encounter it. Invest sufficiently in basic, curiosity-
driven research at the frontier. It is likely to hold some of the 
keys to an uncertain future in the making.
But: make sure that the space around excellence is densely 
populated by people and institutions, in an atmosphere of 
openness and relishing diversity.

What role do you see philanthropy (private foundations such as 
the Wellcome Trust, or fundraising research charities) playing 
in supporting research and as a test bed for developing new 
approaches to research funding?
Philanthropy and the role that foundations can play in facilitating 
research often in a pioneering spirit and experimental way, is 
strongly influenced by culture and by tax legislation. This is 
one reason why it is highly unevenly distributed, or completely 
absent in some European countries. In its origins, philanthropy 
is often based on the personal motivation of a few (rich) 
individuals, but in order to thrive it needs a cultural environment 
that acknowledges its ‘return to society’ as a civic virtue. The 
State, in the form of tax reduction, must do the same. More 
recently, there have been other forms of civic engagement, 
like telathons and fund-raising campaigns to combat certain 
diseases and even patient groups have organised themselves to 
fund research on orphan diseases. But foundations, in order to 
optimise their engagement and success, must carefully choose 
their niche in the overall funding landscape and define their 
role as pioneers and facilitators. By venturing onto a terrain 
where others have not been treading, they can demonstrate 
what can be done – and let others follow.

What do you think we need in terms of how research and 
innovation are funded in Europe?
We need fresh thinking and the courage to act. Both entail risk 
taking. The current crisis represents a historical junction, where 
‘business as usual’ will not get us out of the mess. Innovation 
cannot be planned and remains a highly uncertain process. 
But it can be stimulated and nurtured. Innovation is not always 
and not only the result of research. But whenever it grows 
out of research, it opens up many new avenues for societal 
uptake. Science-based innovation is one of the most powerful 
forces transforming our lives and, hopefully, improving human 
existence. Technological innovation needs social innovation 
(taking place in organisations and institutions, but also in our 
mind-sets). Social innovation often precedes technological 
innovation, but must always accompany it. Innovation is a bet 
on the future and a way of coping with the uncertainty that is 
inherent to it. Innovation is a challenge to human creativity, but 
it takes a creative society to sustain it.

(For more, see Helga Nowotny, Insatiable Curiosity. Innovation 
in a fragile future. MIT Press, 2008)

3 Questions to Prof. Dr Helga Nowotny 
on innovative funding

Parallel session A: 
Innovative 
funding models 
for research

Helga Nowotny

Prof Dr. Helga Nowotny is Vice-President of the scientific council of the European Research 
Council (ERC) and Professor of Social Studies of Science at ETH Zurich. From 2001-2006 
she was Chair of EURAB, the European Research Advisory Board of the European 
Commission.
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Parallel session B: 
Striving for excellence in 
decision making

This session will explore how foundations can use evaluation 

to inform their decision making. It will consider the benefits 

of using evaluation for strategic decision making and issues 

to consider when doing so.
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Ingrid Wünning-Tschol
Head of the Science and 
Research Department, 
Robert Bosch Stiftung 

Liz Allen
Senior Policy Adviser, 
The Wellcome Trust
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Carlo Mango
Head of the Scientific 
Research Department, 
Fondazione Cariplo
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Ingrid Wünning Tschol received her PhD in Biology from 
the University of Tübingen, Germany. From 1985 to 1990 
she undertook postdoctoral research at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology in Cambridge and the State University 
of New York in Stony Brook, USA. Further stations in her career 
included the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft in Bonn and 
Head of Medical Section at the European Science Foundation 
in Strasbourg. Currently, she is Head of Science Department 
at Robert Bosch Stiftung, Stuttgart. She belongs to numerous 
Advisory Boards, both in Germany and in Europe. She was 
Vice-Chairman of the ESOF 2006 Steering Committee and 
Co-Chair of ESOF 2008. She is a member of the bureau of the 
European Research Area Board (ERAB), an independent Board 
which advises the EU Commissioner with regard to ERA and the 
Framework Programmes.

Liz Allen is a Senior Adviser in the Strategic Planning 
and Policy Unit at the Wellcome Trust, leading the 
Assessment and Evaluation team.  At Wellcome 
Liz is responsible for developing methodologies 
and implementing approaches to enable the 
evaluation of research and funding initiatives.  Liz 
is also responsible for developing, and reporting 
against, the Trust’s ‘Assessment Framework’ which 
enables progress against overall Trust goals to 
be ‘measured’.  Recently Liz and her team have 
been working to develop more systematic ways 
of capturing and tracking research outputs and 
outcomes – including the development of a tool to 
facilitate career tracking.
A social scientist by training, prior to joining the 
Wellcome Trust, Liz worked in the Corporate 
Strategy team at the BBC and before that in the 
Health Statistics Division of the UK Office for 
National Statistics.

Since January 2001, Carlo Mango heads the 
Fondazione Cariplo’s Scientific Research and 
Technology Transfer Area (€33 million per year 
of grants and financing). He is in charge of the 
entire analysis cycle, structuring and monitoring 
Fondazione Cariplo investments in R&D/Technology 
Transfer (TT).
He works in close cooperation with Cariplo’s Board 
of Directors and has been in charge of managing the 
scientific commission in the Foundation’s steering 
board since 2001.
Carlo is the project manager of several projects, 
the best known of which is the Network of Biomed 
Technology Platforms ‘N.O.B.E.L’ Project (€12 million 
budget), where he worked in cooperation with Prof. 
Dulbecco (1975 Nobel prize in Medicine). He has 
been member of the Lombardy Region Scientific 
Committee for Technology foresight analysis, and 
is currently Member of three management boards, 
involving entrepreneur associations and technology 
providers, dedicated to early stage scouting, TT and 
start-ups.
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Parallel session B: 
Striving for excellence in 
decision making

Evaluating the outcome and impact of the research they 
support is essential in helping foundations undertake and 
develop their activities.
Evaluation is necessary in ensuring that foundations support 
projects and initiatives of the highest quality. It also affords 
them the opportunity to learn from what they have done, to 
evaluate the relevance of their activities, and to review their 
policies and the focus of their programmes for the future. 

Evaluation provides important information useful for 
foundations to account to boards, donors and the wider public 
on their activities and how funds are being spent.

Anecdotal evidence collected through evaluations and 
narratives on their work are also an opportunity for foundations 
to engage with society and explain what they do, to highlight – 
including for existing and potential donors – the complexities, 
potential and ‘serendipity’ of the research they support.

Foundations evaluate their projects and programmes for 
different reasons: to ensure the quality and pertinence of the 
initiatives they support, to evaluate their performance, their 
impact and compare their actions with others. In the latter 
case, the collection of comparable data by foundations during 
evaluation exercises provides a useful tool for benchmarking.

Building trust with funders, and the research communities 
which they support is another key reason why foundations 
undertake evaluation exercises. Evaluations also provide 
an opportunity for grantees to provide feedback to their 
funders on the management and operation of a grant thus 
helping foundations better tailor their support to the scientific 
community.

For some foundations, whose endowment originally came from 
public funds, evaluation also serves to justify their existence 
and demonstrate their added value to the government and 
public.

There are pitfalls to evaluation which funders must be aware 
of. Evaluation is often orientated towards measuring success; 
this may have a negative impact on a foundation’s willingness 
to take risks. Furthermore, a careful approach to evaluation is 
required to avoid falling victim to the pitfalls and weaknesses of 
evaluation processes, tools and the interpretation of results.

Not all foundations have extensive human or financial 
resources to dedicate to evaluations. These foundations face 
a dilemma in how to best use their resources and where to 
focus their attention: ex-ante, in-itinere or ex-post evaluation? 
Consensus among participants in a workshop organised on this 
topic by the European Forum on Philanthropy and Research 
Funding was that focusing resources on ex-ante evaluations 
make most sense. However, mid-term reviews are also 
important and participants discussed an optimum distribution 
of resources allocated to evaluation that would see: 60% of 
funds for ex-ante; 30% for in- itinere and a final 10% for ex-
post evaluation.

Why do foundations evaluate?
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Parallel session C: 
Setting the right conditions 
for enhanced partnerships

This session will analyse how philanthropic bodies and 

universities are working together and what needs to be done 

to enhance further growth in philanthropy as a growing 

research asset for universities.
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Thomas Estermann 
Senior Programme Manager, 
European University Association 

Ian Creagh has worked in higher education 
management in the UK and Australia since the early 
1990s, most recently as the chief administrative 
officer of various universities in the UK and 
Australia.  He is currently the Head of Administration 
and College Secretary at King’s College London.  
Prior to taking up his role at King’s, he held the post 
of University Secretary at City University London 
and before that, Executive Director of Students 
and Staff Services at the University of Adelaide.  
Before moving to Adelaide, Ian held a variety of 
senior roles in the Australian Public Service leading 
and managing higher education and student 
assistance policy and programs in a variety of 
domains including open learning, post-secondary 
education cross-sectoral collaboration and higher 
education research.  His last public service role was 
as Secretary and Chief Policy Adviser to the West 
Review of Higher Education Policy and Financing. 

Ian Creagh
Head of Administration 
and College Secretary, 
King’s College London
Chairman of the EUDIS 
Steering Committee
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Shirley has been the Vice-Chancellor of 
Loughborough University since January 2006.  She 
is on the Board of CASE Europe, the Youth Sport 
Trust and the Universities & Colleges Employers 
Association Board, and she chairs the National 
Teaching Fellowship Scheme.  
Shirley is a member of the HEFCE Board Strategic 
Advisory Committee for Enterprise and Skills 
Strategy, the HEFCE Matched Funding Scheme for 
Voluntary Giving Advisory Group, the Council for 
Industry and Higher Education, the Universities UK 
Employability, Business & Industry Policy Committee, 
Longer Term Strategy Group and Sustainable 
Development Task Group. She was previously Pro-
Vice-Chancellor at the University of East Anglia 
responsible for the health and professional schools, 
where she led the successful bid for a new medical 
school for the East of England.  Prior to that Shirley 
held an academic post in Psychology at University 
College London.  She was also Deputy Chair of the 
Healthcare Commission until 2007.  Shirley was 
awarded the CBE in 2005 for services to education 
in the NHS.

Shirley Pearce
Vice-Chancellor 
and President, 
Loughborough 
University
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Thomas Estermann is Head of the Unit Governance, Autonomy 
and Funding. His primary field of expertise is financial 
sustainability for Europe’s universities and the conditions 
necessary to achieve this. He is conducting work aimed at 
strengthening autonomy, governance and management. In both 
areas he is consulting European and national expert groups.
Before joining EUA, Thomas Estermann was Deputy Head of 
the Department of Strategic Development and Deputy Head 
of Administration at the University of Music and Performing 
Arts, Vienna. During that time he was involved in implementing 
new cost accounting systems in the Austrian universities and 
adapting the university to conform to the last two reforms in 
higher education in Austria. Before entering the University he 
pursued a career as a lawyer.
He was member of the Executive Committee of HUMANE (Heads 
of University Administration in Europe) and founding chairman 
of WSAN, a network of senior university managers in Europe. 
He is also a member of the editorial board of the UK-based 
journal “Perspectives” (which concerns policy and practice in 
Higher Education). He holds a masters degree in law from the 
University of Vienna.
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Parallel session C: 
Setting the right conditions 
for enhanced partnerships

The gift the Jacobs University received from the Jacobs 
Foundation didn’t come out of the blue. What led the Foundation 
to commit to the University in such a way?
The main reason for the cooperation between Jacobs University 
and Jacobs Foundation is that we share a vision – a vision 
about the development of youth and about the mission of 
the University of the 21st Century. Both parties agree that 
internationality and interdisciplinarity are indispensable tools 
when it comes to dealing with the tremendous challenges of 
our modernised and globalised world. In that respect, Jacobs 
University takes a uniquely innovative and leading-edge 
approach in Germany.  From the very beginning, as a research 
university with an integrated liberal arts and science college 
based on the American model, Jacobs University has, to some 
extent, taken on the ideal of “reimporting Humboldt”, through its 
commitment to international understanding and the scholarly 
pursuit of higher education that continues beyond the classroom 
walls. Additionally, starting in 2003, the Jacobs Foundation 
already supported the University (then International University 
Bremen) by establishing the Jacobs Center on Lifelong Learning 
and Institutional Development. Finally, Jacobs University takes 
an entrepreneurial approach, that includes embracing risk but 
also provides many opportunities for positive development and 
creative solutions. This spirit was very appealing to Klaus J. 
Jacobs, who was a great entrepreneur himself.

Beyond the monetary aspects, what do the close links you have 
developed with the Foundation bring to the university?
On the one hand the “largest gift ever” in Europe brought 
international attention to both the Jacobs Foundation and 
Jacobs University. This also helped clarify the goals of the 
Foundation and the University to possible applicants as well as 
to the public. On the other hand, people also started thinking 
that we don't need any further support from other donors 
anymore, which is clearly not the case. Quite the contrary, it 
was and is the hope and desire of the Jacobs Foundation to 
have inspired others to contribute to the university – but also 
to education in general – in much larger quantities. And, as a 
matter of fact, the climate has improved in Germany for the 
ideas of sponsoring science, research and education.

What are in your experience the key elements for developing 
strong partnerships between a university and a foundation?
As mentioned above, the most important thing in my view is 
the sharing of a common vision. Both parties need to define 
their goals and articulate them clearly. Thus, it is helpful, 
if not absolutely necessary, to have a close and friendly 
relationship. 
In addition, the university needs to give to the foundation 
something that it wants and vice versa. In order to gain 
trust and security, clear agreements and well established 
parameters can be very helpful. These include evaluation 
criteria, setting and achieving milestones, as well as excellent 
lines of communication between partners. . This gives both 
parties the opportunity to cooperate on a solid basis and not 
just on the idealistic level – which otherwise can easily become 
stressed when it comes to challenging monetary and strategic 
issues. 
Finally, the possibility for the foundation to substantially reduce, 
or even end, its contributions can benefit the partnership. For 
most foundations it's important to know that something they 
helped launch will be mature one day and survive on its own. It 
is very much like raising a child…!  

3 Questions to Prof. Dr Joachim Treusch
on philanthropy and university funding

Joachim Treusch

Prof. Dr Joachim Treusch is the President of the Jacobs University in Bremen (Germany). In 
2006 the Jacobs Foundation based in Switzerland committed some €200m to support the 
University which was previously known as International University Bremen.
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Pier Mario Vello has been Secretary General of Fondazione Cariplo 
since 2006. He studied Philosophy at the State University in Turin and 
he obtained the MBA in Economics and Management at the Bocconi 
University in Milan.
In his professional career Vello was director in international companies 
and was Chief Executive Officer of an important food retail company. 
In this position he was particularly involved with aspects related to 
human resources, relationship with employees and stakeholders. 
Thanks to his management style he got prestigious awards, as he 
promoted a stimulating and a participating working environment. The 
international survey “Great Place to Work” classified his company 
three times among the best Italian organisations and among the ten 
best managed European companies.
His managerial approach is characterized by a high interest in the 
development and the promotion of cultural and philanthropic issues.
P.M. Vello is author of four books on learning organisation and 
knowledge management. He is member of the boards of directors of 
Bocconi University and of Fondazione Giordano Dell’Amore.

David joined the Wellcome Trust in April 2004, where he is Head of Strategic Planning and Policy.  He 
was responsible for leading the development of the Wellcome Trust’s 2005-2010 Strategic Plan, Making a 
Difference, published in September 2005.  He leads a team responsible for developing the Trust’s policies 
on a range of issues; formulating approaches to evaluating the output and outcomes of Trust-funded 
work; and co-ordinating strategic planning across the Trust.  David also has responsibility for the Trust’s 
communications team.
David’s career has been in science policy and strategy.  He has worked alongside the UK’s Chief Scientific 
Adviser in the Cabinet Office.  His time at the UK Department of Trade and Industry involved him working 
closely with the European Space Agency and European Commission on earth observation policy; and he 
has worked in a number of roles for the Natural Environment Research Council.
David is a non-executive director of the Association of Medical Research Charities; a founder member of 
the European Foundation Centre Forum for Research and Philanthropy; and a member of the governing 
body of the Public Health Foundation of India.

Closing plenary session
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Head of Strategic Planning and Policy,
The Wellcome Trust

Ingrid Wünning-Tschol
Head of the Science and Research Department, 
Robert Bosch Stiftung

12
:1

5
 –

 1
3
:1

5
H

en
ry

 W
el

lc
o

m
e 

A
u

d
it

o
r

iu
m

 

M
o

d
e
r

a
to

r

3 
d

ec
em

be
r

 2
0

0
9

Pier Mario Vello
Secretary General, Fondazione Cariplo

Ingrid Wünning Tschol received her PhD in Biology from the University of Tübingen, Germany. From 
1985 to 1990 she undertook postdoctoral research at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 
Cambridge and the State University of New York in Stony Brook, USA. Further stations in her career 
included the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft in Bonn and Head of Medical Section at the European 
Science Foundation in Strasbourg. Currently, she is Head of Science Department at Robert Bosch 
Stiftung, Stuttgart. She belongs to numerous Advisory Boards, both in Germany and in Europe. She was 
Vice-Chairman of the ESOF 2006 Steering Committee and Co-Chair of ESOF 2008. She is a member of 
the bureau of the European Research Area Board (ERAB), an independent Board which advises the EU 
Commissioner with regard to ERA and the Framework Programmes.
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Thomas Estermann is Head of the Unit Governance, Autonomy and Funding. His primary field of expertise is financial sustainability for Europe’s universities and 
the conditions necessary to achieve this. He is conducting work aimed at strengthening autonomy, governance and management. In both areas he is consulting 
European and national expert groups.
Before joining EUA, Thomas Estermann was Deputy Head of the Department of Strategic Development and Deputy Head of Administration at the University of 
Music and Performing Arts, Vienna. During that time he was involved in implementing new cost accounting systems in the Austrian universities and adapting 
the university to conform to the last two reforms in higher education in Austria. Before entering the University he pursued a career as a lawyer.
He was member of the Executive Committee of HUMANE (Heads of University Administration in Europe) and founding chairman of WSAN, a network of senior 
university managers in Europe. He is also a member of the editorial board of the UK-based journal “Perspectives” (which concerns policy and practice in Higher 
Education). He holds a masters degree in law from the University of Vienna.

Thomas Estermann
Senior Programme Manager, European University Association

Isi Saragossi
 European Commission

Isi Saragossi is Director of the Directorate "European Research Area: Knowledge-based Economy" in the Directorate-General for Research.
He is in charge of the development and implementation of policy initiatives to advance the realisation of the European Research Area and to boost investment in 
research.  Specific areas of activity include: the contribution of research policy to the Lisbon strategy for Growth and Employment; monitoring and coordination 
of national policies, including indicators and economic analyses; policy mixes to promote private investment; dialogue with European Technology Platforms; 
philanthropy as a source of funding for research; the modernisation of Universities; career prospects and mobility of researchers; research related issues in 
competition policy; IPR systems and knowledge transfer.
He has occupied several management positions at DG Research dealing with the development and implementation of policy initiatives and R&D programmes 
in areas such as space applications, defence related research policy issues, R&D programmes on industrial technologies and for SMEs. 
He joined the European Commission in 1981 after studying physics and engineering at the Université Libre de Bruxelles and gaining a PhD in Energy Technology 
and Economics at MIT, Boston USA.
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Plastinated body 
slice with frontal cut 

on display in the 
Medicine Now gallery
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Wellcome Collection is a £30 million transformation of this building 
into a major, free, visitor destination, the first of its kind in the UK. 
Wellcome Collection opened in summer 2007 and explores the 
connections between medicine, life and art using a contemporary 
and experimental approach. Audiences from all backgrounds and 
interests are encouraged to consider afresh issues of wellbeing and 
human identity. Wellcome Collection comprises three galleries of 
permanent and temporary exhibitions totalling 1350 m2, a flexible 
events space, the Wellcome Library, a Conference Centre, a café, a 
bookshop and a members’ Club. 

There are two permanent exhibitions: Medicine Man, which 
showcases a mix of over 500 fascinating objects from Sir Henry’s 
original collection, and Medicine Now, which looks at contemporary 
medical topics through the eyes of scientists, artists and popular 
culture, illustrating developments in aspects of these topics in the 
era after Sir Henry’s death. The largest gallery (650  m2) hosts 
large thematic exhibitions around topics of medical, cultural and 
ethical significance. A lively programme of public events expands 
on exhibition themes, bringing together experts from the worlds of 
arts, science and medicine to explore the current issues and ancient 
mysteries of human wellbeing.
www.wellcomecolletion.org

About 
Wellcome 
Collection

Sir Henry Wellcome (1853–1936), 

founder of the Wellcome Trust, 

was a pharmacist, entrepreneur, 

philanthropist and collector. His 

passionate interest in medicine and 

its history, as well as ethnography 

and anthropology, led him to 

gather more than a million objects 

from across the globe. 

In 1932 the Wellcome Building 

at 183 Euston Road was built to 

his specification and housed the 

majority of his collections.
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British Museum (Great Russell Street)
The British Museum is one of the most renowned museums in the world, with particularly outstanding collections in archaeology 
and ethnography. Housed in one of Britain's architectural landmarks, the collection of nearly 8 million objects is one of the 
finest in existence, spanning two million years of human history. The museum is open daily from 10:00 to 17:00 with late 
openings on Thursdays and Fridays (access to the collection is free).

Petrie Museum (University College London, Malet Place)
The Petrie Museum houses an estimated 80,000 objects, making it one of the greatest collections of Egyptian and Sudanese 
archaeology in the world. It illustrates life in the Nile Valley from prehistory through the time of the pharaohs, the Ptolemaic, 
Roman and Coptic periods to the Islamic period. The collection is uniquely important as so much of it comes from documented 
excavations and because the large typological series of objects of daily use, provide a unique insight into how people have lived 
and died in the Nile Valley. Access to the museum is free and is open from Tuesday to Friday between 13:00 and 17:00 and on 
Saturdays from 11:00 to 14:00.

Piccadilly Circus and Soho
Just a short tube ride, or walk away are Piccadilly Circus and Soho, the most popular meeting places in London, lie at the heart 
of the capital’s entertainment centre with major attractions like the theatre district along Shaftesbury Avenue, and Leicester 
Square with its clubs and pubs. Trafalgar Square is also close by, right on the doorstep of Soho, with its hundreds of restaurants 
offering food from almost every part of the world, and its famous Chinatown.

Making 
Making the most 
of London

Wellcome Collection is situated in 

Bloomsbury, the heart of museum 

London, and is close to the 

entertainment and shopping centers of 

Soho, Covent Garden and Piccadilly.
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The conference venue
The plenary sessions will take place in the Henry Wellcome 
Auditorium, with the parallel sessions of the 3 December taking 
place in the Franks and Steel break-out rooms. All three rooms are 
on the lower ground floor of the Wellcome Collection.
The 2 December drinks reception takes place at the Medicine 
Now Gallery of the Wellcome Collection on the first floor of the 
Wellcome Collection.
The 2 December dinner hosted by the Wellcome Trust will take 
place at the offices of the Trust, next to the Wellcome Collection 
on 215 Euston Road. Stewards will indicate the way.

Internet
The Wellcome Collection is equipped with free wireless internet 
access available to the conference participants. In addition 
computers with internet access are also available in the Williams 
lounge where the lunches and coffee breaks take place.

Transport to the Airport
OR Eurostar Terminal
Heathrow airport: Piccadilly line from King’s Cross tube station 
runs a direct service to Heathrow airport (approx 50/60 minutes). 
Alternatively, the Circle Line from Euston Sq Stations runs to 
Paddington Station, terminal of the Heathrow Express train 
service operates (approx 45 minutes)
Gatwick airport: The Victoria line from Warren Street Tube station 
runs a direct service to Victoria Station from the Gatwick Express 
train service runs to the airport.
Black taxi cabs operate to Heathrow, Gatwick and London City 
airport. Travel time and prices vary depending on traffic.
Eurostar: St Pancras International station, the Eurostar terminal, 
is a five minute walk down Euston road.

Practical
information
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European Foundation Centre, AISBL
78, avenue de la Toison d’Or | 1060 Brussels, Belgium | t +32.2.512.8938 | f +32.2.512.3265 | efc@efc.be | www.efc.be

The European Foundation Centre (EFC), founded in 1989, is an association representing more than 230 public-benefit foundations 
and corporate funders active in philanthropy in Europe and beyond. The EFC develops and pursues activities in line with its objectives: 
creating an enabling legal and fiscal environment for foundations; documenting the foundation landscape; strengthening the 
infrastructure of the foundation sector; and promoting collaboration, both among foundations and between foundations and other 
actors, to advance the public good in Europe and beyond.

About the EFC...


