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independent research-funding charity

largest charity in UK

established 1936 from private endowment

asset base = £15 billion (11/2007)

interests range from science to history of 
medicine

spend rising to £650 million pa



assessment & evaluation: rationale 

accountability & validation

strategy & planning

policy & advocacy

reporting

have we made the right 
choices?

what do different areas, 
mechanisms etc, deliver?

do we have the evidence to 
support our position? 

what story do we tell?



doing evaluation  

corporate-level reporting & 
analysis

evaluation frameworks

funding programme review 

individual grant reporting & review 

strategic & market research

policy research
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evaluation methods & tools  

funding analyses

publication & output analyses 

surveys, consultations & interviews

peer & expert reviews 

narrative approaches



issues & challenges  

systematic data gathering & ongoing monitoring 

developing appropriate benchmarks & comparators 

beyond the life of a grant – how to capture longer-t erm 
outputs & outcomes

working with joint/co-funders – agreeing remit & avo iding 
duplication



options for collaboration

could funders agree some common/core datasets?

information sharing – funding ‘repositories’ … e.g. 
people, projects   

sharing of ‘best practice’ on evaluation methods & t ools

opportunities for joint evaluations & reviews?
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UK Evaluation Forum report: 2006 

build evidence base to 
demonstrate the impact of 
medical research

improved methods to 
demonstrate impact of research 

explore methods for conducting 
economic assessment of impact 
of medical research 

http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/About-
us/Publications/Books/Biomedical-
science/index.htm


