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FOUNDATION WEEK

FOUNDATIONS WORK
31/05 > 04/06/2010 - BRUSSELS

PRESS ROOM SCHEDULE AND FOUNDATION PRESS RELEASES: FOUNDATION WEEK SQUARE —
ROOM 203 LEVEL 2

TUESDAY 1 JUNE

16.00-17.00 - European Citizen Action Service / Reprieve

Reprieve is conducting a project funded by the European Commission aimed at identifying and
assisting European nationals on death row in the USA. Already, Reprieve has preliminarily identified
25 Europeans on death row in the USA.

WEDNESDAY 2 JUNE
14.00-15.00 - Fondazione Cariplo
Fondazione Cariplo continues its engagement in supporting sustainable social and economic

development of the poorest populations, and announces the commitment to “Microfinanza 1”, the
first European fund for investing in microfinance in Asia, Latin America and Africa by Polaris SGR

Press Conference

What: Dozens of Europeans on Death Row USA — a Challenge that Requires a European
response

When: Tuesday, June 1, 2010, 4pm

Where: Room 203, Level 2, The Square Meeting Centre, Mont des Arts 22, 1000 Brussels

Who: Clive Stafford Smith OBE, director of Reprieve, discussing a proposed solution for a

European crisis

Reprieve is conducting a project funded by the European Commission aimed at identifying and
assisting European nationals on death row in the USA. This 3-year project is in its very early stages,
surveying all 3,263 prisoners on death row in 35 states, and identifying those facing the death
penalty pre-trial. The goal is to provide European nationals with direct assistance as part of a
broader strategy of abolition.



Already, Reprieve has preliminarily identified 25 Europeans on death row in the USA. They come
from a number of Council of Europe states — including Armenia (1), Croatia (2), Estonia (1), France
(1), Germany (4), the Netherlands (2), Poland (1), Russia (2), Serbia (1), Spain (3), Sweden (1, half-
Croatian) and the UK (6).

Overall, the Reprieve project is likely to identify well over 100 foreign prisoners facing execution
on Death Row USA. These cases, along with other Europeans facing death in other countries,
provide both an enormous challenge and an opportunity for European nations, to press the cause of
abolition in the US and around the world.

On June 1, 2010, Reprieve will be launching a proposal for a united approach to representing
European nationals facing death in the US. On a 3-day visit to Brussels, Clive Stafford Smith,
director of Reprieve, will be meeting with various European politicians and NGOs to discuss the
proposal, and gather allies for the prisoners on death row.

For more information please contact Katherine O’Shea at Reprieve’s Press Office
(katherine.oshea@reprieve.org.uk; 020 7427 1099/ 07931592674) or Clive Stafford Smith
(cstaffordsmith@gmail.com).

Notes for Editors:

Reprieve, a legal action charity, uses the law to enforce the human rights of prisoners, from death
row to Guantanamo Bay. Reprieve investigates, litigates and educates, working on the frontline, to
provide legal support to prisoners unable to pay for it themselves. Reprieve promotes the rule of law
around the world, securing each person’s right to a fair trial and saving lives. Clive Stafford Smith is
the founder of Reprieve and has spent 25 years working on behalf of people facing the death penalty
in the USA.

Reprieve has represented, and continues to help represent, a large number of prisoners on death
row in several countries, as well as prisoners who have been rendered and tortured around the
world.

Reprieve

PO Box 52742

London EC4P 4WS

Tel: 020 7353 4640

Fax: 020 7353 4641

Email: info@reprieve.org.uk
Website: www.reprieve.org.uk

Reprieve is a charitable company limited by guarantee; Registered Charity No. 1114900 Registered
Company No. 5777831 (England) Registered Office 2-6 Cannon Street London EC4M 6YH; Chair: Lord
Bingham; Patrons: Alan Bennett, Julie Christie, Martha Lane Fox, Gordon Roddick, Jon Snow, Marina
Warner.


mailto:katherine.oshea@reprieve.org.uk
mailto:cstaffordsmith@gmail.com
mailto:info@reprieve.org.uk
http://www.reprieve.org.uk/
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PRESS RELEASE
Fondazione Cariplo testifies the growing interest in microfinance by premier non-profit
institutions, and extends its Mission Connected Investments in this sector.

Brussels 2 June 2010 — Fondazione Cariplo continues its engagement in supporting sustainable social
and economic development of the poorest populations, and announces the commitment to
“Microfinanza 1”, the first European fund of funds investing in microfinance in Asia, Latin America
and Africa.

“Microfinanza 1”, says Pier Mario Vello, Secretary General of the Fondazione Cariplo, “aims at
establishing a bridge between the International Cooperation activities supported by Foundations
through their grant-making programmes, and microfinance investments satisfying economic
sustainability criteria.”

The fund is reserved for qualified investors, it is promoted by Polaris Investment SGR (the sole
European asset manager fully owned by its non profit clients) and managed by Fondamenta SGR
(pioneer in private equity in Italy). The two companies are presently bound to share with premier
institutional investors worldwide the ambitious goal of “Microfinanza 1”, i.e. to provide indirect
funding to over 10 million microentrepreneurs.

“Microfinanza 1” allocates around 70% of its total assets to debt funds and 30% to private equity,
and may co-invest up to 20% of the assets raised. The funds underlying “Microfinanza 1” are
managed by Investment Managers specialized in Microfinance Institutions, both through loans and
direct investments in equity stakes.

The first Microfinance business model dates back to the ‘70s. It has experienced since then a
continuous growth and it’s currently deemed an activity of economic interest and social impact. The
Microfinance Institutions provide financial support to microentrepreneurs, through loans that
amount to 500 dollars on average, hence make credit available to low-income individuals willing to
start or extend a business activity, even in remote areas. Asset managers specialized in microfinance
are investment companies established for the purpose of providing debt and equity capital to
Microfinance institutions (MFls). Key distinctive features of microfinance investments, compared to
pure philanthropic grant-making

programmes, are the economic sustainability criteria. The financial markets, thanks to Specialized
Managers, are looking with increasing attention at the Microcredit sector.

Fondamenta SGR and Polaris SGR have analysed both directly and with the support of independent
specialized companies, such as MainStreet Partners, a universe of over 90 funds, deemed the best in
the microfinance sector and that overall manage over 6 billion euros. Following such process,
“Microfinanza 1” has shortlisted 5 managers and 9 funds domiciled in Luxembourg (SICAV, SIF or
SICAR) in which assets will be invested. The managers will be responsible for the allocation of
investments to MFls, both through loans and acquisition of equity stakes, and the latter will provide
direct funding to local microentrepreneurs. Vincenzo Volpe, Head of Investment Management of
Polaris SGR, stated: “Microfinance is a fascinating tool for poverty alleviation, and an interesting
opportunity to invest in inefficient, hence opportunity-rich, markets: individuals formerly excluded
from access to the traditional financing system and dependant on charity, have nowadays the



possibility to start a sustainable entrepreneurial activity. The outcome ? An efficient and measurable
combination, of social impact and financial returns.”

Giuseppe Campanella, Chairman of Fondamenta SGR, said: “Ten years ago our company has
launched Fondamenta Uno, the first Italian fund of funds dedicated to domestic small cap
companies. Throughout that experience, our team has accumulated a significant expertise in
Managers’ valuation and selection; our experience is now at a new cornerstone with “Microfinanza
1”. Through the tight relationship with the shortlisted Managers we have the opportunity to
participate in their Investment Committees, be informed on their main initiatives and co-invest. This
is essential to sharpen our effort towards financial sustainability and better understand Managers’
activities. Thanks to Fondazione Cariplo, Institutional Investors across Europe have a new
opportunity to innovate and generate wealth combined with social development.”

For information contact:

Patricia Frias

International Relations & Fund Raising Officer

Fondazione Cariplo | Via Manin, 23 - 20121 Milano | T +39.02.6239.204
patriciafrias@fondazionecariplo.it

PRESS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Spotlight on Turkish Foundations at EFC Foundation Week

What are some of the most important issues and programs Turkish foundations are working on?
How has the EU accession process affected their work? In return, how have they been influencing
civil society dialogue between Europe and Turkey?

Turkish foundations practitioners will answer these questions during the panel on “Turkish
Foundations: An Old Tradition in Service of New Horizons” which will take place on June 1*, 2010
at 10 am within the context of European Foundation Centre’s Foundation Week

Istanbul — 27 May 2010 - The foundation has been the major philanthropic vehicle in Turkey and
Northern Cyprus for thousands of years. Its most significant characteristic has been its ability to
adapt to major societal changes at this crossroad of civilizations. Today, Turkish foundations are
once again emerging as agents of change in the context of the country’s development,
democratization and European Union accession agenda.

The event aims to give a better understanding of foundations in Turkey and Northern Cyprus by
providing them with a background and cases from the field; to hint to possible transformations the
foundation sector is likely to go through in the next decade; and to start a dialogue between Turkish
foundations and the international philanthropic community.

“Foundations’ impact in the social, political and economical life significantly increased in parallel
with the EU accession process during the last decade. Turkish foundations’ presence in the
Foundation Week is a symbol of their dynamism and their willingness to deepen relations with their
international counterparts” said Chairman of TUSEV, Ustiin Ergiider. Ergiider also thanked to the


mailto:patriciafrias@fondazionecariplo.it

Aydin Dogan Foundation, Cyprus EVKAF Administration, Sabanci Foundation and Vehbi Kog
Foundation for their support in making this event possible.

A delegation including the representatives of Aydin Dogan Foundation, Sabanci Foundation,
Educational Volunteers Foundation of Turkey, Vehbi Ko¢ Foundation and TUSEV will have a series of
meeting with Hélene Flautre (Chair of the Delegation to the EU-Turkey Joint Parliamentary
Committee), Fernando Criado Alonso (General Secretariat of the Council of the EU), Jean-Christophe
Filori (the Head of the Turkey desk in the European Commission), Rudiger Boogert (Member of the
Cabinet of Commissioner Stefan Fiile, Enlargement and European Neighbourhood Policy) and Selim
Kuneralp (Head of the Mission of Turkey to the EC) during the week. Moreover, Turkish Industrialists'
and Businessmen's Association’s Brussels Office will give a dinner to the delegation.

The panel will be held at the Silver Hall in the Square Brussels Meeting centre on Tuesday 1 June, in
the morning from 10:00 until 11:30. The panel will be followed by a reception which will allow for
further discussion and networking. Turkish Foundations will also be displaying a rich selection of
books, brochures, visuals and other materials in the Interactive Fair during the Foundation Week.

The panel is open to press and all press representatives are welcome to attend.
ENDS

For more information about the EFC Conference 2010, including the Final Programme, please see
the EFC website: http://www.efc.be/

For media inquiries and RSVP please contact Ms. Derya Kaya, Communications Coordinator, Third
Sector Foundation of Turkey, Tel. +90 505 391 46 66, Email: derya@tusev.org.tr

Notes to Editors

About TUSEV: TUSEV was established in 1993 by Turkey’s leading civil society organizations (CSO),
and has now grown to a supporting network of over 100 associations and foundations that share a
vision of strengthening the legal, fiscal and operational infrastructure of the third (non-profit) sector
in Turkey. Among TUSEV’s main objectives are non-profit law reform, research on civil society and
philanthropy, promoting social investment and social justice philanthropy, and facilitating
partnerships across sectors, as well as across borders. In 2008, the Foundation and its trustees
hosted the 19" EFC Annual General Assembly and Conference in Istanbul, which marked the largest
international gathering of foundations in the history of Turkey. More information is available at
www.tusev.org.tr.

i
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** 1 JUNE 2010 **
RE-SHAPING THE FINANCIAL SECTOR: A UNIQUE
EVENT ON GROWING A MORE CIVIL ECONOMY
ACROSS EUROPE

A transparent and accountable financial sector, increased responsible investment and more active
citizen investors - these are just a few of the topics to be debated at a unique event that will draw upon
the findings of the groundbreaking work of the independent Commission of Inquiry into the Future of
Civil Society at the European Foundation Centre’s Foundation Week in Brussels on 1 June.

The event will explore the critical roles civil society associations - including NGOs, trade unions,
faith-based organisations, cooperative and mutuals - do and can play in reshaping the financial sector.
The event is open to NGOs, foundations, other civil society actors, EU institutions and the general
public.

It will illustrate effective action taken by civil society, including:

e The recent high-profile international campaign run by FairPensions that coordinated
shareholder resolutions at BP and Royal Dutch Shell in relation to the companies’ operations
in the Canadian Tar Sands;

e The work Eurosif does to address sustainability through financial markets;

e Christian Aid and Tax Justice Network’s campaign on taxation in development and the
impacts of financial secrecy and illicit financial flows on developing countries.

The Commission of Inquiry into the Future of Civil Society in the UK and Ireland, supported by the
Carnegie UK Trust and chaired by leading social thinker Geoff Mulgan, published its report ‘Making
Good Society’ earlier this year — exploring the role of civil society in tackling some of the most
pressing issues of our time, from finance and the economy through to climate change, the media and
political reform.

Lenka Setkova of the Carnegie UK Trust said: “The Commission believes the financial crisis that is
facing much of Europe and beyond offers an historic opportunity to reshape the financial system and
to align it better with the values of responsibility, good governance, human well-being and
environmental sustainability.

“The work of civil society associations is critical not only to developing financial products that meet
changing needs, but also to scrutinizing and influencing financial institutions to help prevent future
crisis and grow a more civil economy”.

“This event will draw on the findings of Making Good Society which highlights the importance of
increasing the transparency and accountability of financial institutions; increasing pluralism in the
financial sector; and growing the power and influence of civil society, including citizen investors —
the many millions of people with pensions and savings — to ensure that their future income is
derived from companies that operate responsibly and sustainably.” End

The event will be held at: Square Brussels Meeting Centre, Mont des Arts 22 (Room 215), 1000
Brussels, BELGIUM Tuesday 1 June 2010, 15.45-18.00. For all press enquiries, please contact: Jim


http://www.square-brussels.com/acs/servlet/getDoc?id=7655&m=3&cid=13890

Minton at DHA Communications
+ 44 (0) 20 7793 4013 / + 44 (0)7837 240 234 jim@dhacommunications.co.uk

1. The Inquiry into the Future of Civil Society

The full report of the Commission of Inquiry into the Future of Civil society in the UK and Ireland was
published on 15th March 2010. The Commission of Inquiry into the Future of Civil Society in the UK
and Ireland was established in 2006 by the Carnegie UK Trust, which provided the secretariat for the
Independent Commission, chaired by Geoff Mulgan. The goals of the Inquiry Commission were to
look ahead towards 2025 and to explore the possible threats to and opportunities for civil society; to
identify ways in which policy and practice might strengthen civil society; and to enhance the ability
of civil society associations to shape the future. The full list of the Commissioners is as follows:

Geoff Mulgan (Chair); George Reid (Vice Chair); Richard Atkinson; Kay Carberry; Rajeeb Dey; James
Doorley; Philomena de Lima; Seamus McAleavey; Joyce McMillan; Anna Nicholl; Maeve Sherlock;
Neil Sherlock; Jane Steele.

To find out more about the Commission of Inquiry into the Future of Civil Society in the UK and
Ireland go to www.futuresforcivilsociety.org

Making Good Society, the report of the Inquiry into the Future of Civil Society The report highlights
the critical importance of civil society activity (including the work of NGOs, philanthropic
organisations, trade unions, faith-based organisations, cooperatives and mutuals) in tackling some of
the most pressing issues of our time and advocates a radical expansion of civil society’s role with
recommendations on finance and the economy; climate change and resource scarcity; the media
and reforming politics. You can find out more about the work of the Commission at
www.futuresforcivilsociety.org.

2. Foundation Week
Foundation Week has been organised in conjunction with the European Foundation Centre to
highlight the work of foundations and to push forward the debate on a diverse set of issues being

addressed at the European level.

To find out more about this event please contact Morven@carnegieuk.org, + 44 (0) 207 785 6570

3. Profiles of organisations that will present at this event:

FairPensions is a UK charity which promotes responsible investment of pension savings. It seeks to
give ordinary pension fund members a voice so that their values as well as their financial interests
are more effectively pursued by the professional investment industry. In 2010 FairPensions co-
ordinated a major international campaign around shareholder resolutions at BP and at Royal
Dutch Shell. The companies' operations in the Canadian Tar Sands was the focus of the
resolutions, with shareholders invited to support a request for transparent board-level reporting
on the environmental, social and economic risks involved. Using on-line web tools created for the
campaign, thousands of people in the UK and overseas sent an email to their pension provider
calling for votes in favour of the resolution. This powerful grassroots pressure from people whose
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pension savings are invested in BP and Shell created a new level of accountability and public
scrutiny of institutional investors. The campaign has pioneered a new methodology for
securing company and investor attention on environmental and social impacts.
www.fairpensions.org.uk

Eurosif (European Sustainable Investment Forum) is a pan-European group whose mission is to
address sustainability through financial markets. Current member affiliates of Eurosif include
pension funds, financial service providers, academic institutes, research associations and NGO's. The
association is a not-for-profit entity that represents assets totalling over €1 trillion through its
affiliate membership. Eurosif's work includes a focus across asset classes - equity and fixed income
markets, microfinance, renewable energy, property, private equity and hedge funds - all centred
around the industry trends and future legislation affecting this space. The key benefits that Eurosif
affiliate members receive include EU interfacing, SRl information and European wide initiatives that
integrate Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) issues into the financial services sector. For
the full list of Eurosif Member Affiliates. www.eurosif.org

Christian Aid is the development and relief agenda of 41 Protestant churches in the UK and

Ireland. The organisation’s economic justice work encompasses a broad network of civil society
across the world which engages with governments, multilateral institutions and the private sector
on the impacts of their policies on the poor.

This work has seen the organisation involved in the Jubilee ‘Drop the Debt’ campaign, the Trade
Justice campaign highlighting the impacts of trade liberalisation on the poor, and most recently a
campaign on the role of taxation in development and impacts of financial secrecy and illicit
financial flows on developing countries.

Christian Aid works with the Tax Justice Network internationally to ensure that civil society
engages in tax policy discussions on the national, regional and international level. In the past year,
both organisations have contributed to and stimulated discussions with the European Institutions,
the OECD, the World Bank and IMF and the UN on tax issues. www.christian-aid.org
www.taxjustice.net

Migration, public opinion and politics: rhetoric or reality check?
Invitation

The Barrow Cadbury Trust in partnership with the Transatlantic Council on Migration, an initiative of
the Migration Policy Institute will be hosting a panel discussion entitled ‘Migration, public opinion
and politics: rhetoric or reality check?’ between 14.30-16.00 on Tuesday 1 June at the Square
Business Centre. (Glass Entrance, rue Mont des Arts, B-1000 Brussels).

Across Europe, immigration dominates the headlines. This event will explore the interplay between
migration politics, public perceptions and the media. How is immigration perceived in the context of
still rising unemployment? And ongoing debates about citizenship and identity? How do public
attitudes towards immigrants and immigration affect political debate and policy?

This panel discussion will place particular emphasis on the effect of the economic crisis upon public
attitudes, as well as the links between public opinion and the emergence of extremist parties across
the continent. The speakers will include experts from the worlds of politics, academia and civil
society.
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This event will be one of a series of high profile events and exhibitions organised within the
framework of European Foundation Week, led by the European Foundation Centre (EFC).

The event is open to all but please contact Annie Bruzzone (annie.bruzzone@champollion.co.uk) if
you would like to attend. You are also very welcome to distribute this invitation to relevant
colleagues and networks.

DEVELOPMENT POLICY FORUM (DPF) Roundtable Debate— 2 June 2010 — BIBLIOTHEQUE SOLVAY

PRESS INFO RMATION

Debate to highlight the role of foundations in
improving efficiency of development aid

BRUSSELS, 31 May 2010

Debate to initiate closer co-operation between foundations and other development actors
BRUSSELS, 31 May 2010

For decades, foundations have developed, tested, and proven new and innovative approaches
that development agencies have then taken on and replicated on a broader scale. With the
flexibility and independence to undertake action in conflict-prone countries and regions at
times when bilateral or even multilateral aid donors cannot, foundations' capacity to apply
new methods in building partnerships and alliances supporting aid effectiveness has
historically been a useful marker for NGOs - and their work continues to help show the way
towards improving development results.

On the occasion of Foundation Week, held in Brussels for the first time, the Friends of
Europe Development Policy Forum (DPF) is organising a high-profile roundtable debate
which will explore the potential for better cooperation and coordination between foundations
and other development actors this Wednesday, June 2.

Discussants, amongst others, include William Anderson, USAID Representative to the EU,
Walter Sweet, Vice President, Strategic Initiatives, Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, USA,
Fernando Rossetti, Chair of the Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS) and
Secretary General of the Group of Institutes, Foundations and Enterprises (GIFE), Brazil;
Akwasi Aidoo, Executive Director of TrustAfrica, Senegal; and Atallah Kuttab Director
General of the Welfare Association, Jordan, Christian Leffler, Deputy Director General for
Development at the European Commission, Simon Scott, Head of Statistics and Monitoring
Division within the Development Co-operation Directorate at the OECD and Sandor Sipos,
Special Representative to the EU Institutions at the World Bank.

Key questions include: How can EU and national aid-givers facilitate closer cooperation
between foundations and other development actors? Should EU policymakers do more to
coordinate and share project evaluation methods, and perhaps create a shared database of
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projects? What role can international institutions and organisations play in this growing field?
And what role can foundations play in conflict-prone countries and regions?

If you would like to be kept informed on the outcome of the debate, please do let me know by
mail.

James Kevin Mac Goris

Head of Communications

Friends of Europe

M:+32 486 79 65 82

E: jameskevin.macgoris@friendsofeurope.org

The Development Policy Forum (DPF) is a partnership that was launched in December 2007
by the Brussels based think-tank Friends of Europe and a number of crucial actors defining
and implementing development policies. Partners include the United Nations, the World
Bank, the Agence Francaise de Développement (AFD), the UK's Department for
International Development (DFID), the Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Technische
Zusammenarbeit (GTZ), the International Monetary Fund (IMF), and the European
Commission Directorate General for Development and Relations with ACP States. The goal
of the partnership is to systematically address forthcoming challenges in the area of
development policy through lively debates and sharply written analyses, and to offer a forum
for various development stakeholders.
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