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| was heartened to see that cross-border
philanthropy is an area in which the EU is taking
increasing interest, as was demonstrated last week
at a one-day conference on the topic in

Brussels. Speaking at the event, European
Commission Vice-President Barrot underlined the
importance of philanthropy as a vital economic and
social activity and the need to review EU-level
actions to lift the administrative and legal hurdles
that are currently hindering cross-border work and
cooperation.

One such action under consideration is the
European Foundation Statute (EFS). Good news
came last month with the publication of the outcome
of the public consultation, which confirmed the
Statute as the most cost-effective policy option for
addressing cross-border barriers and thereby
stimulating foundations’ activities across Europe.
Although the outcome shows progress, the EFS
campaign does not end there. In 2010, we will
continue our advocacy work to keep the Statute on
the Commission’s agenda — the matter will also be
at the centre of discussions during the Foundation
Week in Brussels.

This month has also seen the EFC join the Twitter
revolution- under the username The_EFC. As with
our other social networking tools (you can also find
us on YouTube, Facebook and LinkedIn) our aim is
to keep you as up to date as possible with news
from the EFC. We are also using Twitter to remain
abreast of the latest goings on from your
organisation- so please get in touch if we are not
“following” you already!

All that remains is for me to wish you all the very
best for the festive season, and | look forward to
seeing many of you in 2010.

Gerry Salole
EFC Chief Executive
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